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Prolessor creates score 
model for Super Bowl 


By ELIZABETH ARENZ 
Staff Writer 


Two weeks ago, Daniel 
Naiman, Professor and 
Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Applied Mathe- 
matics and Statistics at the 
Whiting School of Engi- 
neering, predicted that the 
49ers would win the Su- 
per Bowl by three points. 
Describing himself as a 
statistician since 1980, 
Naiman said this was sim- 
ply a fun exercise he had 
wanted to investigate for a 
while. 

“I was asked if I had 
anything to say regard- 
ing the possible outcome 
of the Super Bowl so I re- 
plied, ‘Well yes, there’s 


Sorority 
recruitment 
sees highest 


_umbers 


By NICOLE ZIEGLER 
Staff Writer 
Recruitment for so- | 


rorities at Hopkins be- 
gan Sat., Feb. 2, kicking 
off a two-week period in 
which undergraduates 
interact with members of 
Hopkins’ 11 recognized 
fraternities, four 


er Greek organizations 
with the hopes of gaining 
membership. 

Panhellenic Coun- 
cil sorority recruitment, 
which ends tomorrow, 
attracted 281 female un- 
dergraduate participants. 
This marks an increase 
in the size of the recruit- 
ment pool from 2012 by 45 
students, Coordinator of 
Greek Life Rachel Dren- 
nen wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. 

Inter-Fraternity Council 
(IFC) recruitment, a roll- 
ing process that ends on 


Feb. 15, has 213 male un- | 


dergraduates thus far en- 
rolled. Drennen predicted 
that the IFC is “on target” 
to see spring recruitment 
numbers similar to those 
of last year. Twelve per- 
cent of participants in so- 
rority recruitment and 15 
percent of the registered 
participants in fraternity 
rush are upperclassmen. 
The two-week process 
SEE RECRUITMENT, pace A4 
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been something I’ve been 
meaning to try,” he said. 
Naiman created two dif- 
ferent graphs using data 
collected from results with- 
in the National Football 
League since 1970. That year 
marks the league’s division 
into the American Football 


the jo 


Conference (AFC) and the | 


National Football 
ence (NFC). 

“T’ve played with the 
numbers before but this 


Confer- 


hns hopkins 
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is the first time I’ve got- | [is 


ten this much attention,” 
he said. “Of course, this 
is Baltimore, and I’m a big 
Ravens fan so I imagined 
there would be interest.” 
By determining the av- 
erage point 


ery 
AFC and an NFC team 


played against each other, | 


Naiman was able to evalu- 


| ate which conference had 
| been more successful from 


| the 


season to season. With this 
knowledge, he created a 
graph detailing whether 
seemingly stronger 
conference of one year ac- 
tually won the Super Bowl 
in that year. 

“T explored questions 
i hadsthought about for 
a while but I truly only 

See PREDICTION, pace A3 
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Thousands of people marched to M & T Bank Stadium on Tuesday to celebrate the Ravens’ Super Bowl victory, their second in 12 years. 


By GEORGINA RUPP 
Staff Writer 


The sounds of scream- 
ing students, honking 
cars and distant fireworks 
formed Baltimore’s 
night anthem as the city 
celebrated the Ravens’ 
narrow victory Sunday 


one- 


night against the San 
Francisco 49ers. The Ra- 
vens finished the game 
34-31, clinching the Su- 
per Bowl XLVII title. 

Throughout the day, 
Baltimore City was cov- 
ered in purple.” There 
were crowds of people 
dressed in the home 


team jerseys, donning 
Ravens temporary _ tat- 
toos, with hair dyed and 
faces painted to match 
the signature royal color. 

Throughout the after- 
noon, students prepared 
to™watch the Super Bowl 
in various ways. Some 
gathered in PJ’s, Maxie’s 


Ravens victory thrills Baltimore fanbase 


and Charles Village Pub 
in Charles Village. Others 
traveled to Fell’s Point and 
Federal Hill early in the af- 
ternoon to lay their claim. 
Junior Tiffany Kim 
was pleased with the 
turnout at Cross Street 
Market in Federal 
Ser SUPER BOWL, pace A4 


Bernstein talks recent Israeli election — 
alter combat ban lift 


By FRANK BRANCATI 
Staff Writer 


Rabbi Dr. David I. Ber- 
nstein, Dean of the Pardes 
Institute of Jewish Studies 
in New York, gave a talk 
yesterday at the Smokler 
Center for Jewish Life. He 
discussed a broad range of 
topics related to the recent 
elections held in Israel on 


Jan. 22. 
The elections saw the 
highest voter turnout 


since 1999, and the Likud 
Party, headed by cur- 
rent Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, 
won 31 seats in the Knes- 
set, the unicameral legis- 
lature of Israel. This was 
an eleven seat loss for that 
party, while the newly 
formed Yesh Atid Party 
received 19 new seats. 

Bernstein addressed 
the reason why he felt that 
this change in dynamic oc- 
curred. 

“Most analysts believe 
that in this election the 
conflict with the Pales- 
tinians was not the major 
issue,” he said. “Factor 
number one is that the 
great ideological debates, 


the two great dreams in 
the last 40 years in Israel 
have been Greater Israel 
and Peace Now. That 
conflict has dominated 
Israeli politics since the 
1967 war and for most 
Israelis both of those 
dreams have been shat- 
tered.” 

He said that. Israeli 
voters Have been voting 
strategically and not nec- 
essarily consistently with 
a particular party, which 
has led to the large rise 
of new legislators being 


__ COURTESY OF HUGO UVEGI 
Bernstein dicusses the new Yesh Atid party, future of pluralism in Israel. 


elected. 

“Out of the 120 members 
of the Knesset that will be 
sworn in, 53 of them will 
be new,” he said. 

The newly formed Yesh 
Atid Party, and its leader 
Yair Lapid, rose due to 
Lapid’s charismatic per- 
sonality and reformist 
politics as well as his in- 
corporation of a diverse 
group of people into his 
party, according to Bern- 
stein. 

_Lapid’s plans include 

SEE ELECTIONS, PAGE A4 
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More options available 


By EVAN BROOKER and 
RIAN DAWSON 
Staff Writers 


After graduation, female 
cadets in the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) at 


that as early as the end of 
the year, all jobs in infantry, 
armour and artillery could 
be open to women. And it’s 
possible women could be 
serving in direct combat. 

‘\The ban] affected the 


Hopkins infantry, 
will have armour 
more to and ar- 
choose tillery-- 
£70. m There are women branches 
when where 
Gectd. o who have already 4%; 7s 
ing what been in combat are still 
branch ues ...some 
of a othe positions who He cter at 
military tions,” se- 
oe ak deserve anequal = "ora 

Bio0, <r opportunity. Leader- 
the past PP y ship De- 
20 years,  — Senior Alexandra velopment 
abanhas  Tanzola, ROTC cadet _ Program 
been in Officer 
place that Jules Szan- 
prevents ton said. 
female “INow] 


soldiers and Marines from 
serving in direct combat 
ground combat roles. How- 
ever, Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta recently an- 
nounced a lifton the ban and 
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jobs in infantry and ar- 

mour and those two 

and a half branches will 

be open to women.” 

The progression will 
See ROTC, PAGE A4 
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Hopkins senior wins Rhodes Scholarship 


By NIKA 
SABASTEANSKI 
For The News-Letter 


This year, senior Elea- 
nor Gardner, a political sci- 
ence and philosophy major 
from Bermuda, received 
the Rhodes Scholarship. 

Won only by a select 
group of students each 
year since its inception in 
1902, the scholarship al- 
lows graduating seniors 
to study under a graduate 
program of their choice 
at the University of Ox- 
ford for two to three 
years. Once obtained, 
the awardee must apply 
separately to the college 
of their choice, but clearly 
winning the scholarship 
signifies your academic 
excellence and _ passion 
for your chosen field. 
The scholarship accepts 
around 80 students annu- 
ally, and only one student 
from Bermuda. Gardner 
spoke to The News-Letter 
about her time at Hopkins 
and how her experiences 
led her to apply for the 
Rhodes Scholarship. 

Gardner was born in 
Bermuda, a British terri- 
tory, to an architect and 
textile designer, and grew 
up with an older sister 
who first came to the U.S. 
to attend Tufts University. 


Gardner came to Hopkins * 


to detach herself from the 
British higher education 
system, which she found 
far too focused on pro- 
fessional goals and did 
not allow the academic 
freedom that she sought. 


interests lay in a combina- 
tion between political sci- 
ence and philosophy. She 
cited philosophy as adding 
a “unique depth” to her po- 
litical science studies, and 
gave her a lens through 
which to understand them. 

In addition to her core 
studies, Gardner found 
that the electives she 
chose shaped her outlook 
on her academic focus and 
the communities around 
her. A photography course 
on racial politics forced 
her to leave the comforts 
of Homewood and ven- 
ture into the surrounding 
neighborhoods in order to 
document and comment 
on the racial tensions that 
are still tangible in Balti- 
more. She found the seeds 
of her senior thesis and 
scholarship —_ application 
in the people she met and 
situations she observed 
while photographing in 
Hampden. 

Inspired by the people 
she met in the Baltimore 
area and the articles she 
read on local racial vio- 
lence as recent as the 1980s, 
Eleanor invested more of 
her time on the subject, 
noting that the classes she 
enrolled in each semester 
formed an ideological or 
topical continuum, both 
advancing and challenging 
her ideas. 

She took classes with 


. Professor Lester Spence, 


who teaches courses con- 
cerning racial politics, and 
who later became the ad- 
visor for her senior thesis. 
Energized by her classes 


She cited and ex- 
the inde- periences 
endence of ‘ at home 
i Hopkins Firstly, they must be 1.4 ! 
curriculum, scholastically Baltimore, 
its academic aestandiit Eleanor 
excellence, 8: decided to 
and the high Secondly, they must research 
caliber of its excelin their chosen POW  '* 
swimming ; cial con- 
program as athletic sport... structs are 
the trifecta produced 
she desired. and propa- 
During gated in 


Gardner’s freshman year, 
she had plans to pursue the 
International Studies major 
— one of the most popular 
and populated courses of 
study at Hopkins — but 
discovered that her true 


Hands of Hope spreads beyond Hopkins students 


By MAHIMA 
SUKUMAR 
For The News-Letter 


When Hopkins senior 
Aleesha Shaik heard about 
the Sandy Hook Elemen- 
tary school shooting in De- 
cember, she wanted to send 
support for the people of 
Newtown, Conn. The Sun- 
day morning after the trag- 
edy, her project, Hands of 
Hope, was born. 

The task was simple: 
Shaik asked her friends to 

_ make an outline of their 
hands with a message to 
Newtown in the middle. 
Her project, which began 
as an effort between Shaik 
and her friends to show 
support for those affected 
by the tragedy, eventually 
spread to all Hopkins stu- 
dents, and ultimately to 
other schools, universities, 
and states. 

_. Shaik had read in the 
news about other efforts of 
support for the members of 
the Newtown community, 
such as people donating 
food and money, but she 
had her own ideas for how 
to help. 

_. “That wasn’t the type of 
thing they needed,” Shaik 
said. “At the time, [New- 
town] needed moral sup- 


_ Shaik developed the 
idea of designing the 
hands because, to her, they 
re ted a chain of sup- 
port, a way of linking peo- 
_ “We are all holding 
hands [and] supporting 
me another,” Shaik said. 
“No matter what happens, 
it’s a chain of hands. You — 
can't break it.” 
_. Shaik began her project 
ies 


net 
tet 


Bermuda for her thesis, 
which in turn sparked her 
application for the Rhodes 
scholarship. 

However, Cecil Rhodes 
had much stricter criteria 
in mind for the students 


by asking her friends to 
participate. She then asked 
the Hindu Student Coun- 
cil to join in her efforts by 
making hands during the 
Sunday prayer. She also 
placed a box in Charles 
Street Market for students 
to drop off their hands. 

Within 24 hours of cre- 
ating a Facebook event for 
her cause, Shaik’s team of 
volunteers willing to join 
her cause had swelled. Stu- 
dents invited their friends, 
who in turn invited other 
friends. Shaik was thrilled 
with the amount of help 
her peers were willing to 
give. 

“I was very impressed 
with the way Hopkins stu- 
dents showed solidarity 
and came together to show 
that they were thinking 
about Newtown,” Shaik 
said. 

She also realized that 
people beyond Hopkins 
were interested and thus 
opened up the event to the 
public. When she heard 
that Rutgers University 
students planned to make 
cards for Newtown, she 
contacted the organizer 
there to combine their ef- 
forts. Rutgers ended up 
having Hands of Hope 
workshops in their student 
centers, where the organiz- 
ers provided supplies for 
students to make hands. 

Friends. from Shaik’s 
hometown, _ Plainsboro, 
NJ., also wanted to create 
hands. The Hands of Hope 
project quickly spread 
to various elementary 
schools, high schools and 
other groups who similarly 
wanted to send support to 
Newtown. 

To consolidate these ef- 


who would earn his money 
besides a high GPA. Firstly, 
they must be scholastically 
outstanding. Secondly, 
they must. excel in their 
chosen athletic sport, and 
lastly, they must be selfless 
towards their communities 
and show kindness and 
interest in the rest of the 
world. 

Gardner’s achievements 
are certainly not limited to 
the halls of Hopkins. She 
is the captain of the girl’s 
varsity swimming team 
and said that sports, spe- 
cifically swimming and 
sailing, allowed her to be 
social with her fellow Ber- 
mudans and learn about 
lifestyles and stories that 
she had not been previous- 
ly exposed to. 

She has also been very 
active in the Foreign Affairs 
Symposium (FAS), of which 
she was associate director 
during her sophomore year 
and executive director dur- 
ing her junior year. 

“FAS was a good thing 
to be involved in because 
it provided a social atmo- 
sphere for something more 
important,” she said, citing 
the application of political 
theory into a real world 
setting. 

Gardner has no shortage 
of real world experiences 
and devoted each summer 
to furthering her profes- 


forts, Shaik set up a mail- 
box at the Mattin Center 
to receive all the hands. 
She also contacted the 
SGA, who sent out* emails 
about Hands of Hope to 
all Hopkins students, and 
informed students of her 
project through the Daily 
Announcements. 

Shaik originally wanted 
to send the hands to New- 
town before she left for 
winter break. As the hands 
were being sent in from 
around the country, how- 
ever, she decided to wait 
until after the holidays to 
deliver them. 

Although many of the 
centers, churches, and 
groups in Newtown were 
no longer accepting pack- 
ages by the time Shaik re- 
turned from winter break, 
she did not give up. Shaik 
eventually found a munici- 
pal center in Newtown that 
was still accepting pack- 
ages. 

A few weeks ago, she 
finally delivered the hands 
of hope for Newtown. The 
entire project was ulti- 
mately a long chain made 
up of more than a thou- 
sand hands and weighing 
about six pounds. 

Shaik is grateful to have 
been able to show her sup- 
port for such a worthwhile 
cause. mae 

“I just wanted to thank 
everyone who made a 
hand and everyone who 


helped me put together 


the chain as well as my 
roommates who never 
complained about the huge 
pile of hands in our living 
room,” she said. 
After Shaik sent the # 

chain of hands, her young- 
er sister researched Shaik’s 


COURTESY OF SPORTS JHU.EDU | 
Eleanor Gardner swims for the Hopkins team and studies racial politics. 


an important global event. 


sional goals. During her 
freshman year, she returned 
to Bermuda and interned in 
the trust department of a lo- | 
cal bank. For her sophomore 
year, she studied abroad in | 
Switzerland and was able 
for the last 2 weeks to work 
on an independent project, 
utilizing the UN library’s 
resources for her studies. | 
“II discovered what a nexus | 
Geneva is for global interac- 
tion,” she said. 

In other summers, she | 
collaborated with admis- | 
sions advisors to work 
towards developing Hop- 
kins’s humanities  pro- 
gram, which is obviously 
less showcased than its sci- | 
ence and math siblings. 

Despite her travels 
and interest in global af- 
fairs, Gardner focused 
her Rhodes application on 
her birthplace. She wrote 
her personal essay (one of | 
the many elements of the | 
scholarship application), 
on her studies at Hopkins, 
her swimming and sailing 
and -her summer intern- 
ships. “{T was able to] ex- 
pand my community and 
put my Bermudan identity 
in a social context.” 

Once at Oxford, Gard- 
ner plans to pursue either 
a masters of philosophy in 
politics and theory or a mas- 
ters of science in global gov- 
ernment and diplomacy. 


efforts on Google. She 
searched “Hands of Hope” 
and found that many oth- 
er people had also done a 
“Hands of Hope” project. 
Even the high schoolers in 
Newtown had made hands 
for the elementary school 
students. 

Shaik plans on continu- 
ing efforts like these in the 
future. At the end of last 
semester, she decided to 
take things a step further 
by creating Johns Hopkins 
University’s World Health 
Council. 

She plans to use the club 
to raise awareness about 
other issues in the U.S. She 
hopes the club will serve 
as a foundation for inspir- 
ing others to take action. 
Shaik believes that reach- 
ing the community in this 
way will allow for a greater 
potential for outreach. 

“Every bit [of effort] 
counts,” she said. 

Among her plans for the 
new club is an announce- 
ment campaign that will 
send out a weekly message 
to the student body about 


Furthermore she hopes 
to create a World Health 
Council Fair, in which she 
would like for all of Hop- 
kins’ diverse groups to 


‘thanks to the - 


come together and work 
for a common goal. , 

The success of her 
Hands of Hope project 
has inspired Shaik to con- 
tinue to take action when 
it comes to issues that are 
important to her. 

“Don't be afraid to take 
action,” Shaik advised. “If 
something means a lot to 
you, do something about it. 
Don’t wait for [someone] to 
do it for you.” 


FAS boasts diverse 
lineup for spring series 


By ALEXANDRA 
BALLATO 
Staff Writer 


The Foreign Affairs 
Symposium (FAS) has re- 
leased its lineup for the 
Spring 2013 season on 
February 1. The theme is 
“From the Front Line to 
the Bottom Line.” The an- 
nual spring symposium, a 


| student-run speaker series 


featuring guests of global 
significance, is focused 
on encouraging analytical 
thinking within the school 
community by means of 
discussion about  inter- 
national issues including 
economics, equality and 
national security. 
According to the cur- 


| rent chairs of FAS, which 


include juniors Natalie 
Boyse, Henry Chen and 
Sarah Horton and sopho- 


| more Ben Kupferberg, who 


is a News & Features Edi- 
tor on The News-Letter, the 
planned speakers for this 
spring are more renowned 
than they have been in the 
past. 


On the program are 


| various experts and pro- 


fessionals in the field of 
global business and poli- 
tics. Stanley McChrystal, 
Former Commander of 


| the U.S. and International 


Forces in Afghanistan, will 
kick off the spring series 
on February 27. 

“This year’s staff did an 
incredible job in putting to- 
gether an awesome lineup, 
and quite frankly it is the 
best one yet. What we were 
able to accomplish would 
not. have been possible 
without the support and 
connections 


sult, we are hoping to at- 
tract students that haven't 
come to our events in the 
past.” 

She also expanded on 
efforts of the FAS to target 
a broader audience and 
greet its guests with a larg- 
er showing. 

“Il am personally look- 
ing forward to our event 
with Jerry Greenfield of 
Ben & Jerry’s, which we 
are co-sponsoring with 
the HOP,” Boyse wrote. 
“I love Ben & Jerry’s and 
can’t wait to hear about 
how Jerry built Ben & 
Jerry’s into a major inter- 
national company. And | 
also know that the event 
will be popular with stu- 
dents because we are go- 
ing to be handing out free 
ice cream!” 

“I am excited to hear 
about Jerry Greenfield’s 
message of running a so- 
cially responsible _ busi- 
ness,” Horton wrote. “It 
will be interesting to hear 
how Ben & Jerry’s unique 
business model has been 
so successful while sup- 
porting philanthropy and 
the local community.” 

While the chairs admit 
that the process of acquir- 
ing interesting and im- 
pressive speakers can be 
tedious, it is clear in the 
lineup that their persis- 
tence has paid off. 

“Every year, we start off 
with a pretty ambitious list 
of speakers that we would 
like to host. We start out by 
sending a lot of emails and 
looking for connections 


and mutual contacts,” Hor- 
ton wrote. “All of the staff 
members play an impor- 


our organi- 
zation _has 
developed 


hard work of 
past _ staffs,” 
Chen wrote 
in an email 
to The News- 
Letter. 

“After no- 
ticing _—_ that 
General 
McChrystal 
had a book 
coming out 
(My Share 
of the Task, 
released in 
January), he 
caught our 
attention. 
Given the rel- 
evance of his 
experiences 
and the fact 
that he was 
based out of 
the area, we thought he 
would be an exciting lead- 
off speaker,” Chen wrote. 

Following McChrystal 
are Andrew Ross Sorkin, 
author of Too Big to Fail, 
on March 7; L Paul Bremer 
Ill, Former Presidential 
Envoy to Iraq, on April 3; 
Elizabeth Cheney, Former 
Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs, on April 9; 
Frank Jannuzi, Deputy Ex- 
ecutive Director of Amnes- 
ty International USA, on 
April 17; and Jerry Green- 
field, Founder of Ben & Jer- 
ry’s Ice Cream, on April 23. 

Collectively, the FAS 
chairs voiced their pride in 
the wide variety of speak- 
ers on the calendar. 

“I think that the 
strength in this’ year’s 
lineup is the diversity of 
speakers,” Horton wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter, 
“We are trying to appeal to 
students from a variety of 
majors and interests.” 

Boyse shared a simi- 
lar opinion regarding the 
speakers slated for the next 
few months. 


“1 think that the lineup 
that we put-together this — 


year is unique because it 
is drawing from a variety 
of experts that are shaping 
current domestic and glob- 


al policy,” Boyse wrote. — 


“Our speakers are diverse. 
We have brought together 


politicians, a general and 


an entrepreneur. As a re- 


COURTESY OF CHRIS SEUFERT VIA FLICKR 
Jerry Greenfield of Ben and Jerry's will close this 
year’s Foreign Affairs Symposium this coming April. 


tant role in drafting letters 
to potential speakers.” 

Chen explained the dif- 
ficulty with which each 
speaker becomes part of 
the FAS lineup, making 
evident the fulfillment felt 
by the entire staff at the 
completion of the search. 

“The process of getting 
speakers for FAS is largely 
one of trial and error. This 
year, we came in with a 
list of speakers we wanted, 
but things don’t always 
work out. A big part of or- 
ganizing the symposium 
is being able to adapt and 
overcome these challenges 
and make the best out of 
any situation,” Chen wrote. 
“Although the rejections 
are always heartbreaking, 
you learn to move on and 
find a way to make every- 
thing Work out. While this 
process may sound tedious, 
what makes being part of 
the symposium truly excit- 
ing is the thrill of the hunt.” 

Besides scheduling es- 
teemed speakers for the 
symposium, the FAS chairs 
hope to extend the speaker 
series’ influence beyond 
Hopkins. 

“This year we hope to 
have a greater attendance 
by Baltimore community 

-members,” Horton wrote. 
“These events are free and 
open to the public; they are 
a great way for Hopkins 
students to connect with 
and hear the opinions of 
local residents” 
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The above graph depicts the statistical model by which Daniel Naiman inaccurately predicted that the 49ers would win on Sunday. 


Professor tries to predict Super Bowl results 


PREDICTION, From A1 
focused on the low hang- 
ing fruit, the easy an- 
swers,” Naiman shared. 

Naiman found that 
over the past 22 years, the 
AFC has had a stronger 
season and in those sea- 
sons, has won 13 times, 
a 59 percent success rate. 
During the same time 
period, the NFC has had 
stronger seasons for a to- 
tal of 20 years, winning 14 
times in these years for a 
success rate of 70 percent. 

Last year, the NFC’s 
teams beat those of the 
n average of 5.6 
cores their best year 
since 1970. Naiman com- 
pared this year’s situa- 
tion to the last time the 
NFC had a similar ad- 
vantage over the AFC. He 


found that San Francisco’s 
49ers had an advantage 
over Baltimore’s Ravens 
and should win by three 
points. 

“Doing this well is very 
difficult, a full-time job,” 
Naiman said. “This was 
not a really careful or de- 
tailed analysis.” 

Naiman maintained 
that the Ravens could still 
come out with a surpris- 
ing win as the AFC’s Colts 
did in 1971, the same year 
the NFC had a similar 
advantage over the AFC 


beating. those teams by 
an average of 7.8 points. 


Though the actual re- 
sults were a flipped ver- 
sion of those found by 
Naiman, the Ravens still 
only won the Super Bowl 
by three points, following 


Naiman’s 
tion. 

Naiman also used a 
second graph to deter- 
mine his predictions, this 
one organizing data re- 
garding how well people 
who report spreads have 
performed in the Super 
Bowl's past. This analysis, 
published on a local tele- 
vision station, indicated 
that in the past 46 years, 
the game has had 15 un- 
derdog wins and 31 fa- 
vorite wins, meaning that 
though a team may enter 
with the upper hand, the 
probability that it walks 
away with a victory is 
not as high as one might 
think. 

Although results at 
large sporting events are 
variable, predictions are 


score predic- 


one way that those fond 
of betting can do so witha 
higher success rate. 

“Yve been examining 
how, historically, people 
don’t act rationally when 
betting and they don’t of- 
ten follow point spreads 
toa high degree,” Naiman 
explained. “These types 
of prediction are interest- 
ing for people who bet 
because when they are 
quantitatively savvy, it 
gives them the opportuni- 
ty to make more money.” 

Despite his hopes for 
an. accurate... prediction, 
Naiman is simply happy 
the Ravens came away 
from last Sunday’s game 
victorious. 

“Y've been here in Balti- 
more since 1982 and now I 
feel like I grew up here.” 


Intersession course’ 
tackles local issues 


By LAUREN 
MARRAZZO 
Staff Writer 


A class of 22 fresh- 
men spent their final 
week of Intersession in 


the Baltimore-based class 


“B’ More: 


novation 


Studying  In- 
and Change 


| Through Charm City”. 


The course, now in its 
third year, challenged 
students to propose solu- 
tions to social issues on 
campus. 

Associate Director of 
the Center for Education 
Resources and sociology 
graduate student Mike 
Reese developed the class 
after he was asked to teach 
an intersession class. 

“My sociology research 
is on how educational in- 
novations diffuse through 
higher education,” Reese 
said. “I decided I would 
teach a course on how 
ideas and innovation dif- 


| fuse through society. | 
| grew up in Baltimore and 
COURTESY OF DANIEL NAIMAN | 


the key part of the B’More 
Program is that you have 
to take academic topics 
and tie them to something 
with Baltimore. I build all 
the case studies we study 
around Baltimore.” 

The class was centered 
around class activities, 
discussions, guest speak- 
ers and field trips to plac- 
es like the Peabody Li- 
brary and the new Harbor 
East development. Stu- 
dents were encouraged 
to see Baltimore as a city 


.of continued change and 


a birthplace of ideas that 
would encourage them in 
their final projects. 

These Baltimore-in- 
spired proposals included 
a “free hugs” program, a 
bike share program, a “re+ 
usable cups on campus” 
initiative, a push towards 
faculty-student research 
discussions, a “Home- 
wood Arts Expansion 
Initiative” and a “Mobile 
Maintenance” smart- 
phone app. 


Freshmen Jae Woo, 
Nick Cheung and Anuja 
Shah developed the pro- 
posal for the “free hugs” 
program to combat what 
they perceive as a com- 
petitive atmosphere at 
Hopkins. 

“I really got into the 
idea after watching a 
video that [Reese posted 
online] and I was inspired 
by the change in atmo- 
sphere after people were 
hugging,” Woo said. 

The proposal involved 
setting up a group with- 
in the Health and Well-: 
ness Center that would: 
get group members “free: 
hugs” t-shirts and sched-! 
ule a “free hugs picket 
line” on the Freshman. 
Quad and other locations; 
Photos would be uploaded! 
to a Facebook page, “pre- 
mium” hugs would be of- 
fered for a dollar each and 
professors would also be 
invited to partake in the 


hugging. 
Freshmen Ali Cox, 
Mustafa Buxamusa and 


Kalina Martinova devel- 
oped the proposal for the 
Mobile Maintenance app, 
which is based off of the 
idea of involving the en- 
tire student-body in re- 
porting campus-wide is- 
sues. 

“The MobileMainte- 
nance App would be in- 
teractive among the com- 
munity. If a student or', 
faculty member notices” 
and reports a problem, 
other students or faculty: 
members can see the post 
and ‘like’ it if they agree it: 
is a relevant issue. When 
an issue is posted, the app 
utilizes location services, 
in the device to record 
where the issue exists. 
“The more'‘likes’ a postra¢ 
ceives, the more priority:it! 
is given,” Cox wrote ih att 
email to The News-Letter. 
“The maintenance staff’ 
will then be able to take 
appropriate measures to 
address the concern.” 

In a third proposal/: 
Liza Slutskaya worked’ 
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One week later, SGA website hacks remains unresolved 


Site is still down for maintenance | 


By NASH JENKINS 
News & Features Editor 


The official website of 
the Hopkins Student Gov- 
ernment Association (SGA) 
was hacked last week by 
an unknown _infiltrator, 
who replaced official con- 
tent and documents with 
advertisements for a pop- 
ular erectile dysfunction 
medication. 

As of early Thursday 
morning, a visit to www. 
jhusga.com reveals that 
the site is now down for 
maintenance; a Google 
search for “JHU SGA,” 


~ however, still delivers the 


hyperlink with an invoca- 
tion to “buy generic cia- 
lis” and “save on discount 
prescription drugs from 


Canada with our licensed: 


sen Canadian Spamery: ou a0 store presents high quality pil 


Canadian pharmacy,” 
along with a warning 
stating that the site has 
been compromised. 

The issue first came to 
the attention of the SGA 
at their weekly meeting 
last Tuesday, Junior Class 
Senator Dylan Gorman 
said, but the situation has 
yet to see resolution. The 
most glaring problem at 
hand, Gorman said, is 
that the website operates 
neither on the Hopkins 
server nor at the direct 
behest of SGA officers. 
Alumnus Kirk Sabnani, 
a two-term class senator 
representing the now- 
graduated Class of 2012, 
is the website’s sole cus- 
todian, several SGA offi- 
cers said. . 

“I think it’s pretty ap- 


decals "Save on pearnant See: drugs 


- tried to 
the tech position with 


parent that SGA needs to 
host their own website ina 


way that we can best man- ° 


age it,” Gorman said. 
Minutes from SGA‘s 
weekly meeting are among 
the content now replaced 
by spam; however, sev- 
eral SGA officers described 
plans from early in the fall 
semester to shift the web- 
site to the Hopkins server 
and replace Sabnani with 
a new technology admin- 
istrator — neither of which 
have come into fruition. 
“It’s unsustainable to 
have someone doing our 
website who might not be 
around for a year. We’ve 
institutionalize 


‘a bill in October, but it 
was tabled and then not 
brought up. As far as 


305. University Pkv 
‘Hamilton. Canterbury 


we know, the Executive 
Board dealt with it by 
simply making sure Kirk 
was doing his job,” Se- 
nior Class Senator Joanna 
Gawlik, who first pro- 
posed the bill with Gor- 
man last semester, said. 
“And now we can’t even 


open our website.” 


“The real problem is 
that SGA is still housed 
on an external website,” 
Senior Class President Al- 
exandra Larsen, who first 
identified the hacking last 
week, said. “We're going 
to try to get it on a jhu 


‘website link.” 


It is thus far undeter- 
mined when exactly the 
SGA will resolve the i inci- 
dent. 

At Tuesday night’s sen- 
ate meeting, both the Ex- 
ecutive Board and 
members of the Class 


address the issue, 
but with no specific 
timeline for the cor- 
rections. 


problem with the in- 


and then work on 
moving it to a JHU 
platform,” SGA Ex- 
ecutive —_ President 
Moses Song stated at 
this week’s meeting. 
“This is not an is- 
sue that just came up 
now, it has been on 


since the beginning 


said, 


~ “COURTESY OF NASH JENKINS The SGA has 


ven “Hu Sch" rv arta ‘ discs medications for erectile disfunction. worked since August 


icf 


“They will fix the 


Councils sought to — 


‘dex and have it live, — : 


the top of the agenda 


of the year,” Execu- oT 
tive Vice ‘President 
junior Alex Schupper . 


with Vice-Provost for Stu- 
dent Affairs Sarah Stein- 
berg on plans to shift the 
site to the Hopkins server. 


Staff Writer Olivia Spec- 
tor contributed reporting to 
this story. 


lison Slemaker on “The 
Homewood Arts. Expan- 
sion Initiative.” Their 
objective was to providg 
students with more vari3, 
ety in the arts by offering 
them studio space in the 
Mattin Center, encourag- 
ing the Homewood Arts 
Program to run several 
open exhibits for students 
to display their work and 
allowing upperclassmen 
and graduate students in 
the arts program to select 
the artwork and run the 
exhibits. 


Greek Life sees 


rise in popularity” 


RECRUITMENT, From Al 


entails a series of meet- 
and-greet events with 
members of fraternities 


and sororities. 

It is an exercise in mu- 
tual appraisal: prospective 
members generally hone 
in on one or two organi- 
zations they seek to join, 
and the organizations in 
question gradually whit- 
tle down the list of pro- 
spective members until a 
pledge class is decided. 

Both the University and 
the national headquarters 
of campus Greek orga- 
nizations mandate that 
fraternity and sorority re- 
cruitment periods and any 
new member activities 
maintain a strict alcohol- 
free policy. 

The upcoming week- 
end is “dry” for fraterni- 
ties and sororities, as it 
falls in the middle of the 
fraternity recruitment pe- 
riod and at the beginning 
of sorority new member 
processes. 

“Having a dry weekend 
.. gives our Greek organi- 
zations opportunities to 
plan fun brotherhood or 
sisterhood events. That 
weekend will be an excel- 
lent time to get to know 
new brothers and sisters, 
and members will hope- 
fully have opportunities to 
reflect on what they appre- 
ciate about their friends 


and their values-based 
organization,” Drennen 
wrote. 


In spite of the stereo- 
type of Greek recruitment 
at American universities 
as a superficial, harsh and 
sometimes cruel proce- 
dure, many involved stat- 
ed that rush at Hopkins 
has proven to the contrary. 

“T’ve been pleasantly 
surprised by the recruit- 
ment process,” freshman 
Leela Subramanium said. 
“Before I came to Hopkins, 
I never pictured myself be- 
ing in a sorority. But I met 
so many friendly people, 
and have learned how the 
sororities at Hopkins have 
so much to offer to my col- 
lege experience.” 

For most students 
seeking membership in a 
Greek organization, their 
motivation is simple: the 
appeal of a broader sense 
of campus camaraderie. 

“The appeal of joining a 
sorority is the mix of both 
social and academic op- 
portunities. It offers you 


a bond with more girls on 
campus, and it also broad- 
ens your social life by let- 
ting you meet more peo- 
ple,” freshman Gaby Frid 
said. “You also gain lots 


of networking opportuni- | 


ties when you're in school 
and afterwards with the 
national chapter.” 

Many male freshmen 
participate in Greek Life 
for similar reasons. 

“Tl have no idea what 
is in store [for rush], but 


I know it is going to be a | 


lot of fun. I want to join a 


fraternity because of the | 


whole aspect of having 
the brothers, those people 
who are going to be there 
for you and have your 
back,” freshman Alex Mi- 
chel said. 

However, even the 
most eager prospective 
members identified an un- 
dercurrent of stress in the 
process, citing its time- 


consuming nature and 
competitive nature. 
“The most _ stressful 


part about the sorority re- 
cruitment process is that 


you feel that you are re- | 


ally connecting with some 
of these girls, but you do 
not know how they feel 
until the end of the pro- 
cess,” Subramanium said. 
“My preferred sorority 
surprised me, but I simply 
felt a strong bond to these 
girls. The way I knew that 
they were my favorite was 
because I didn’t need to 
overthink what I was say- 
ing. I could just be myself 
and not have to worry 
about saying the right 
thing. My biggest fear is 
that they won't think we 
connected like I think we 
did.” 

Some students, disil- 
lusioned by recruitment 
procedures, abandoned it 
altogether. 


“Tl dropped out of the | 
process be- | 
| logistics and as drivers, 


recruitment 
cause I realized that I 
don’t see myself in a soror- 
ity and do not feel that it 
will affect my social life,” 
freshman Nicole Cornet 
said. “Sororities, though 
not necessarily Greek Life 
as a whole, don’t dominate 
the majority of the social 
life on campus because 
they don’t have houses 
and therefore cannot host 
campus-wide parties. I 
also didn’t feel left out 
from the Greek experience 
because the majority of my 
friends weren't rushing.” 


Israeli politics sees 
uprise in new parly 


ELECTIONS, From A1: 
incorporating the Hare- 
dim, an Ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish sect, population 
into the armed forces and 
the mainstream communi- 
ty, as well as strengthening 
the Israeli middle class. 

Bernstein also 
cussed the Intifadas and 
the prevalence among Is- 
raelis for a two-state solu- 
tion in his explanation. 

He touched on the 
widespread view that the 
idea of peace in Israel has 
been shattered due to the 
withdrawal from Gaza 
and the Arab Spring, in- 
cluding tensions with 
the new government in 
Egypt. 

The other factor he cited 
for the lack of concern for 
conflict with Palestine in 
this election was the state 
of the West Bank. 

‘(There has been a] re- 
markable period of pros- 
perity and quite on the 
West Bank for the last few. 
years. Perhaps that gives 
Israelis an illusory sense 
that this issue is not the 
burning issue.” 


Bernstein conclud- 


dis- | 


ed with a reflection on 
whether Israel is likely to 
become a more pluralistic 
and liberal society. 

“I think what we are 
looking at in Israel is 
perhaps if the Yesh Atid 
will be successful, I think 
what we’ll see is the pow- 
er of the Haredim may 
be cut, the power of the 
Rabbinate may be cut, 
but anyone who thinks 
we are going to see some 
massive conversion to 
the liberal movements of 
Judaism in Israel, I think 
is mistaken,” he said. 
“There might be changes 
in terms of easing of con- 
version and perhaps the 
introduction of civil mar- 
riage.” c 

Junior Caren Lewis 
though Bernstein offered 
a fresh perspective on the 
Yesh Atid. 


“Ym fairly familiar 


with Israeli politics but 


this was an interesting 
side that I didn’t know so 
much about... because [the 
Yesh Atid party is] new. 
So I was glad learn a little 


bit about what they stand 


for.” 


| the end of the 


| streets 
| bars 


| cautions 
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Ravens mania spreads across Charm City 


Students outside Barnes & Noble celebrate after win 


SUPER BOWL, From Al 


Hill. She described the 
scene in few words. 
“Beers, broads 
and a_ banging good 
time,” Kim said. 
Both downtown and 
around campus, excite- 
ment continued over 


the course of the game. 

Sophomore Eleni Pad- 
den was stunned by the 
halftime performance. 

“T have to 
ask,” Padden 
said. “Does 
anyone else 
feel physical 
pain by how 
good Be- 
yoncé was?” 

Toward 


game, police 
cars began to 
park on the 
near 
and 
large crowds 
of people. 

These 
safety _ pre- 


were not 
without rea- 
son. Sopho- 
more Chris- 
tian Wright 
described 
the scene in 
Federal Hill 
after the win 
as “wild.” 

Ca hieran. 
we walked 
out of the bar 
people were 
climbing on 


Hopkins ROTC program endorses ban lift 


ROTC, From Al 
not be immediate. At first, 
women will be assigned 
to combat support roles, 
such as communications, 


and then inching closer to 
the front lines in roles like 
medics, corpsmen and ar- 
tillery until ultimately be- 
ing in the heat of battle as 
combat infantry troops. 

Of course, women will 
still have to measure up 
to the physical standards 
necessary to be a member 
of the various branches. 

“[In infantry] they need 
to be able to carry a ruck- 
sack — a heavy backpack 
— which can weigh as 


cars and there was a huge 
mosh pit forming. A_ big 
branch from a tree had been 
pulled down and orange 
traffic cones were being 
tossed around,” Wright said. 

Mobs of people ran into 
the streets surrounded by 
cheers and noise and, in 
some cases, purple confetti. 

Near campus, a_ fig- 
ure was seen running 


up the temporarily emp- 


women join the infantry 
and carry 100 plus loads,” | 
Liang said. “There are many 
different combat arms that 
require different strengths. 
Women, like anyone should 
play to theirstrengths. That's 
probably not carrying about 
100 plus loads. There are 
other combat arms women 
are just as qualified to do.” 
Hopkins ROTC  ca- 
dets and officers largely 
agree that there will be 
no sweeping changes to 
the way things are done 
in ROTC. Over a quarter 
of the battalion, about 27 
percent, may be female, 
but everyone in the bat- 
talion undergoes the 


ty St. Paul Street from 
32nd street holding a Ra- 
vens banner on his back. 

Around Charles Village, 
some students still contem- 
plated going downtown. 

“We're thinking about go- 
ing downtown, but! think we 
just heard gunshots,” a stu- 
dent said. “Or they may have 
been fireworks. Or both.” 

Strangers gave each oth- 
er high-fives, and cars flew 


said. “Women are already 
in combat roles; they’re 
already doing all these 
things. This is just ac- 
knowledging them for 
what they’ve done so far. 

“Asa womaninthe mili- 
tary [think women should 
be allowed to have a com- 
bat role. There’s no reason 
being a woman should 
disqualify you. Those 
best qualified should 
have the job. In many 
cases it’s a fit, competent, 
motivated woman who’s 
qualified to take the job.” 

Unlike Liang, senior Al- 
exandra Tanzola, an ROTC 
cadet, had mixed feelings 
about the new policy. 


much as 60-80 pounds for 
an hour,” Szanton said. “A 
woman would have to be 
in very good shape, espe- 
cially if she was lighter, to 
be able to do that. But it’s 
not impossible. [And for ar- 
mor] they should be able to 
change a tank tread. Single 
tank treads are 90 pounds. 


[Again] it’s not impossible.” 


Junior Lydia Liang, a 
cadet with ROTC as well 
as a member of the Army 
Reserves, pointed out one 
of the misconceptions 
about the lift of the ban. 

“The biggest misconcep- 
tion is that this will make 


_ COURTESY OF JOINT BASE LEWIS MCCHORD VIA FLICKR 
Women are now able to serve in branches of the military that see direct combat, such as infantry and armor. 


same physical and men- 
tal training programs, 
leadership _ experiences, 
and education. Two of 
the last three Cadet Bat- 
talion Commanders were 
females. The only tangible 
change is that now female 
cadets will have broader 
choices come graduation. 

Liang pointed out that 
the lift of the ban legiti- 
mizes what many women 


soldiers are already doing. — 


“I really think the re- 
cent decision is really just 
little more than a formal 
recognition of the ‘pres- 
ent status quo,” Liang 


“There are women 
who have already been 
in combat positions who 
deserve an equal oppor- 
tunity... however, the 
situation is more complex 
than the media who sup- 
port the decision real- 
ize. There are many long 
term risks for women in 
combat roles,” she said. 

Tanzola was the only 
female in the battalion this 
year to compete at the an- 
nual Ranger Challenge 
competition, which tests 
a soldier's skills, strength 
and mental fortitude. She 
feels that Hopkins’s ROTC 


down Baltimore — streets 
honking their horns. 

“It’s such a great night 
for Baltimore,” a local said. 

In Fell’s Point, police 
on horseback made their 
way through the crowds 
to maintain some order. A 
small mosh pit of cheer- 
ing students even formed 
outside of the Barnes & 
Noble. Fans celebrated to- 
gether in a sea of purple. 4 


COURTESY OF KARI BRANDT 


Hopkins students and Baltimore natives came out to rejoice the Ravens’ victory across many of the city’s neighborhoods. 


& 


program has always been 
a place where women are 
treated completely equal. 
Other women involved 
in Hopkins’s ROTC pro- : 
gram were intrigued 
by the prospect of serv- 
ing in a combat role. 
“Considering we .are 
trained and educated in 
infantry tactics, it’s com- 
pelling to think such 
training will now be- 
come a possibility for a 
career,” ROTC cadet ju- 
nior Amy Klivans said. 
Klivans feels that it 
is time for America to 
adopt this new policy, cit- 
ing the fact that countries 
like Israel already allow 
women to serve in combat. 
Questions have been 
raised as to whether in- 
troducing women to com- 
bat would hinder military 
performance. Though the 
opinions vary, senior Eric 
Altamura, a cadet with 
the Hopkins ROTC, be- 
lieves the decision won't 
hinder its effectiveness. 
“My generation . is | 
used to training along- 
side extremely compe- 
tent women,” he. said. 
Where he was primarily 
concerned, however, was 
about the physical require- 
ments for administering 
certain roles. He noted that 
in the Armor community, 
crewmembers of tanks 
must load __ fifty-pound 
rounds into the main gun 
on a consistent basis. Al- 
tamura, like many experts, 
stressed that the combat 
standards for both men and 
women must remain equal. 
“These tasks [loading 
fifty-pound rounds] don't 
get easier if a woman is 
doing them, so the stan- 
dards for earning the po- 
sition can’t get easier.” 
Experts. have  as- 
sured, however, _ that 
physical fitness standards 
would be unaffected. 
Regardless of the initia- 
tives’ eventual outcome, 
many expressed faith in the 
decision of the Pentagon. 
“I believe the Depart- 
ment of Defense knows 
what is best and I trust 
their judgment in decid- 
‘ing what is right for our 
military” Cadet Hen- 
ry Chen, a junior, said. 
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Speak with alumni and our 
admissions staff. Bring your 
family and friends who are 
helping you make this important 
decision; refreshments 

will be provided. 
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at Nolan’s on 33rd : 
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safe and secure home off-campus. 
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Ray Lewis, Beyoncé, Hillary Clinton, Seth Cohen and the USPS 


« Baltimore Ravens 


“4G Ray Lewis has left the building. bmob.us/506 
; t pic.twitter.com/jJEWAqwmF 


(=) View photo 
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After the craze of Sunday night’s game, Ravens Nation is left with this short and yet profound one-liner from 
the 47th Super Bowl Champions themselves. The link takes you to a photo of an empty locker-room cubby, re- 
cently vacated by one of the most beloved (and controversial) football players in history. Big shoes to fill is an 
understatement. We'll miss ya Ray! i 


Sam Lansky 
Of course Beyonce's website crashed!! It's powered by Michelle 
Williams jogging on a human-sized hamster wheel 


Bas MeTWweele 


Sh | 
| 


I searched the word “hamster” on Twitter and this is what came up. I don’t really know anything about Michelle 
Williams or her apparent exercise habits, but BEYONCE. You don’t need me to tell you that the woman is phe- 
nomenal. Since the Super Bowl, I've seen multiple, yes multiple, status updates comparing ticket sale prices and 
the going rate for a healthy adult kidney . I like my organs too much but indentured servitude and grad school 
savings are high on the list of possibilities. 


| Huffington Post g 
| H Hillary Clinton's new website huff.to/11P7yUr 
| CT) Expand 


bela effin 
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Hillary Clinton loves herself some cliffhangers. After stepping down from her post as Secretary of State (Hill- 

ary-Obama-drama? kidding kidding...), she recently launched a new website with nothing but a photo, a link, 


and a few bits of text. Questions concerning her possible bid for the Oval Office were deflected by Mrs. Clinton 
in classic political fashion leaving the rest of the union curious about her future plans. 


G00% Annie Barrett @EWAnnieBarrett 3h 
. We: Seth Cohen and Blair Waldorf dating? Summer Roberts will 1-800- 


CUT-A-B #rageblackout ow.ly/i/1tXxxf 


| 

| 
i 
L 
Adam Brody (Seth Cohen from The O.C.) and Leighton Meester (Blair from Gossip Girl) are officially dating. They’re 
an adorable couple for sure, but Summer and Chuck can’t be too happy about this. In our fantasy TV world (which 
is actually real life), Seth and Summer are married. Just because The O.C. may have ended years ago doesn’t mean 
that Adam Brody is allowed to be anyone but Seth Cohen. Except maybe Dave from Gilmore Girls. 


Sean Doolittle ©». suid DOOd 2h 
No more mail on Saturday. Monopoly took away the iron token in 
favor of a cat. Can't we get rid of bad stuff? Like Twilight or Honey 
BooBoo? 


The U.S. Postal Service announced yesterday that there will be no more regular mail delivered on Saturday. It’s 
going to be really annoying to have to wait an entire weekend to check your mail. But who still uses the actual 
postal service anymore? More importantly, Monopoly is making some major changes, switching out the stead- 
fast iron token for a cat. Cats are never a bad thing. But Monopoly has gotten weird lately. Some editions even 


have an electronic machine to help calculate the money (where is anyone going to learn how to do math?) and _ 


have property names that aren’t from Atlantic City. I’m not ready for all of this change. 


md y. An album twelve years in the making 


he day was No- 
vember 4th, 
1991 when the 
Irish alterna- 
tive rock band, 
My Bloody Valentine, re- 
leased their album Love- 
less. Recorded pretty much 
entirely by Kevin Shields, 
the main songwriter of the 
band, it took two years to 
record and nearly bank- 
' rupted their label, Creation 
Records. Their first album, 
Isn’t Anything, which was 
released in 1988, received 
much positive critical ac- 
claim. It was one of the 
first albums that stood as 
a major influence on “shoe- 
gazing,” a genre of music 
that used extensive guitar 
effects'mixed in with inde- 
cipherable vocals to create a 
noisy, yet at times mellow, 
sonic landscape. 

Despite the low budget 
release, Loveless lived past 
any hype that Isn’t Any- 
thing created. Not only was 
the album well-received, it 
is now considered the land- 
mark album of the shoe- 


Robert Smith of the Cure, 
Trent Reznor of Nine Inch 
Nails, M83, Silversun Pick- 
ups, The Horrors, Deer- 
hunter and countless 


other 


COURTESY OF THEJCGERM VIA FLICKR 


My Bloody Valentine’s cover art of their 1988 album, /sn’t Anything. 


on the guitar just to bend 
notes after playing them, he 
would waver it while strum- 
ming the guitar, making 
the guitar gently move in 
and out of the tune, allow- 
ing him to control a loud- 
soft sound dynamic. The 


gazing genre. reverse re- 
The “wall of verb, which 
sound” _pro- echoes _ the 
duction, the music in re- 
experimenta- verse, SuS- 
tion with the tained notes 
sound of a gui- in a unique, 
tar, the creative a lem o'stt 
use of distor- ethereal 
tion, pitch A way, allow- 
bending, de- eee ing Sere 
lay/reverb, and ° to further 
re low-mixed Alex Hurowitz sculpt the 
vocals _ influ- 7 noise he 
enced the likes ; Music Rx _ made from 
of Radiohead, “ history and analysis the guitar. 

Billy Corgan ° the current state of After the 
of The Smash- pause release and 
ing Pumpkins, tour, Cre- 


ation dropped My Bloody 


Valentine, not wanting to 
work with Shields after 
having to spend a suppos- 
edly agonizing two years 


_ just to release Loveless. My 
Bloody Valentine soon got 


signed to Island Records, 


but never released any new 


material. Shields, an eccen-— 


~ tric character whose antics 


_ have been compared to 


wae 


is i 
cf an = 


the likes of Syd Barrett and 
Brian Wilson, supposedly 
had at least two to three al- 
bums worth of material, but 
trashed them because, they 
did not live up to his stan- 
dards. The success of Love- 
less and rumored writer's 
block led to Shields having 
a mental breakdown. My 
Bloody Valentine only re- 
leased two covers during 
this time and the rest of the 
band members started to 
branch out and commit to 
other music projects. They 
officially went on hiatus in 
1997. 

Suddenly in 2007, My 
Blood Valentine announced 
that they would reunite for 
a tour and release a new al- 
bum. No new album was 
released, but the promise 
of the re-mastering of their 
two LPs and EP. catalogue 
was finally fulfilled in the 
summer of 2012. In No- 
vember, Shields announced 
that the long-awaited third 
LP would be released by 
the end of 2012. Yet again, 


it was not released, but the 
‘band announced that it 


was indeed complete and 
ready for the market. The 
album, titled m b v was fi- 
nally released on February 
2nd through their web- 


ail 
4 


site, which subsequently 
crashed due to the amount 
of people trying to access it. 

After the first listen, I can 
safely say that Shields isn’t 
a one trick pony. While the 
first few songs are reminis- 
cent of older material, the 
rest of the album is quite 
experimental, with heavy 
drum and bass lines and 
jungle electronic music in- 
fluence. I have to give it 
a few more listens until I 
can confer some sort of fi- 
nal judgment, but the new 
LP, including Loveless and 
Isn’t Anything, is definitely 
something to check out, es- 
pecially if you are into 90s 
alternative music or any of 
the bands I mentioned ear- 
lier in the article. My Bloody 
Valentine is definitely a dif- 
ferent and compelling inter- 
pretation on the alternative 
genre of rock music. 


Sa 


Sophia Gauthier 
and 
Rachel Witkin 


(quest-writing for) 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


HopLove Anonymous 


ot a secret crush in Chem class? Want to 
shout-out to your best bud down the hall? 
We at The News-Letter want to help you 
to officiate your anonymous veneration. 
The most creative and heart-felt affirma- 


tions will be published in our newest column, HopLove 
Anonymous. Submit your declarations of admiration to 


| hiphop@jhunewsletter.com. Let the arrows fly! 


| To Richard Fenrich: 


Just what you’d expect for such a Disney-prince-worthy 
name. One good looking guy...and beautiful on the inside 
too. Graceful. Smart. Discerning. It’s nice knowing guys 


| like you exist. 


-HopkinsCinderella 


James Hsieh is a sweetheart if I ever saw one.,It wouldn't 
hurt Hopkins to have more people like you! 


-PlatonicAdmirer 


Want to give a shout out to 


your special someone? 


Submit to 


HopLove 
Anonymous 


Send all professions of romantic or 
platonic love to | 
hiphop@jhunewsletter.com. 


The most heartfelt and creative 
affirmations will be published in the 


next column. 
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BUT ALSO observations, ri 


ants, lists, thoughts, feelings, missed connections, haikus, confessions, furtive glances and, of course, sex. 


PUP OP 


oo gol me saying A brave foray into the world of stand-up 
“so crazy” in love 


hether it 
be “that 
girl has 
cna any 
ni ce 
hair” or “that boy is act- 
ing crazy,” people throw 
around 
the word 
“crazy” ina 
wide range 


of situations; 
its meaning 
constantly 
varying 
based 


you may have towards 
them in a frustrating sit- 
uation. It is giving your 
partner an easy “out” 
in the fight; as if you're 
telling yourself they are 
crazy and there is noth- 
ing you can 
do to change 
the fact, 
why get up- 
set? 


SO 


This 
is how 
parents 


my 
and 


on ents func- 
the context. tion. 
Growing = When §ar- 
° _ <li sale . . 
up in my guing, their 
family, this Amanda Garcia fights always 
y, ‘ ghts always 
word was end with the 
used more A column about my closing  state- 
often than family ment: “you're 
any other crazy.” Like 
-which_ definitely says clockwork, there is no 
something. The word was’ more arguing, no more 


mostly said about or di- 
rected towards a signifi- 
cant other. The couples 
guiltiest of this usage 
were my parents and my 
grandparents. 

I never bothered with 
or called into question the 
significance of its reoccur- 
rence until I realized over 
winter break that calling 
each other “crazy” allowed 
them to function as cou- 
ples. 

It sounds strange, and 
you may be wondering 
how calling your partner 
“crazy” can help the rela- 
tionship. Dubbing your 
partner “crazy” doesn’t 
miraculously fix any 
problems you are having, 
but it lessens the anger 


A farewell to Liz Lemon, 30 Rock 


t took me a while 

to write this. About 

six years and a few 

months to be pre- 

cise. It will be dif- 
ficult to summarize why 
I love NBC’s TV show, 30 
Rock so much, but I will 
attempt to in this timely 
reflection of this week’s 
season finale. 

I have been watching 
30 Rock ever since it first 
aired during my 8th grade 
year. I remember sitting 
in my living room watch- 
ing SNL and seeing Tina 
Fey, Alec Baldwin and 
Tracy Morgan appear on 


bickering, and daily life 
proceeds. Regardless of 
the intensity of the argu- 
ment, this statement solves 
the problem. I have seen 
“crazy” work its magic in 
fights on the entire spec- 
trum of 
from buying Coca-Cola to 
paying bills earlier. Now, 


grandpar- | 


disagreement; | 


I’m not claiming that this | 


method will serve every- | 


one, but my parents have 
been together 20 years 
and grandparents 50. For 
some, it just works. 

The bottom line is if you 
chose to be with someone, 
make it work. Through 
their peculiar use of the 
“crazy” phrase, my parents 
have taught me this impor- 
tant lesson. 


hot-shot executive played 
by Alec Baldwin, tried to 
make the show his own by 
adding movie-actor Tracy 
Jordan, played by Tracy 
Morgan. When Liz was fu- 
rious at Jack for messing up 
the dynamic of the show, 
her producer, Pete, played 
by Scott Adsit, told her not 
to quit because she had the 
best job in New York. I re- 
member hearing that and 
believing it was true. To 
this day I still want to be 
Liz Lemon. 

As the show went on, au- 
diences became more and 
more interested and Jack 


stage to became a 
promote ° likeable 
the show. Eliza beth character 
Alec talk- that was 
ci aboot Sherwood = incres: 
cessful g G corporat- 
movie My Favorite Things ed into 
career the show. 
and stints siamsherien s 


hosting SNL, Tina about 
her job as the Head Writer 
of SNL and writing Mean 
Girls and Tracy about 
how many times he had 
seen Star Wars. I watched 
the pilot live when it came 
on after The Office, and 
was a bit skeptical at first. 
I did not yet fully under- 
stand Tina Fey’s impor- 
tance in the world of com- 
edy. I knew her as a host 


changed the direction of 
the show, for it was no lon- 
ger about the writing staff 
but about the relationships 
between everyone involved 
in putting on “The Girlie 
Show.” While Tina was ini- 
tially writing about her life, 
her character turned into a 
lovable, always hungry car- 
icature of herself who need- 
ed the guidance of Jack. 
Jenna, who was more self- 


of Weekend. Up- con- 
date and thought scious 
she had a cold The 30 Rock show a n d 
exterior. Howev- raw 
er, Tina Fey’s 30 got me through in the 
Rock character, middle school, begin- 
Liz Lemon, was F ning, 
sympathetic in highschooland later 
the pilot and I im- became 
mediately liked one and a half Petty, 
her. I was hooked. years of college. an d 

The show was wild. 
initially intended Tracy 


to be about the writers’ fic- 
tional creation, “The Girlie 
Show” and the antics that 
take place when nerds con- 
vene to write for a fiction- 
al, feminist, low-ranking 
sketch comedy show. Jenna, 
played by Jane Krakowski, 
was Liz’s best friend and 
the two struggled like 
many do in Chicago’s vari- 
ous improv and _ theatre 
groups. They “made it big” 

in New York but everything 
went wrong when Jack, the 


was a loose cannon with a 
sinister edge who only be- 
came more and more ridic- 
ulous. The evolution was 
natural. 

It became cool to like 
the show. On Fridays, after 
NBC's Thursday night line- 
up called Comedy Night 
Done Right, my friends in 
eighth grade would discuss 
everything that happened 
in all the shows. 

But by high school, most 
of my friends also really 


took Adam Ruben’s 
stand-up comedy 
course over Interses- 
Thanks, Adam! 

If you saw me in the 
final show, allow me to 
say thank you for coming, 
and I apologize for saying 
the word “anus” so many 
times. : 


sion. 


Never had I attempted 
stand-up before the class be- 
gan four weeks ago. While | 
hope my performance came 
across as collected and not 
from someone about to 
pee herself, do know that 
self-urination was a very 
real possibility at the time. 
For someone with experi- 
ence primarily in improv 
— a team-based comedic 


performance —-_ stand-up 
seemed like the loneli- 
est, craziest activity ever 


invented. Stand-up could 
only be rivaled by feed- 
ing sharks out of your own 
mouth or kissing Sylvester 
Stallone (don’t lie to your- 
self, these are both equally 
scary things). For lack of a 
better description, stand-up 
seemed f*****g nuts. In im- 
prov, a bad comedic deci- 
sion can be fixed by the oth- 
er members of your troupe 
running on stage to save the 


| day. In stand-up, a bad mo- 


ment is yours to swallow, 
wallow in, and cry about 
that night while eating two 
pounds of dry cake-mix. In 
short, the crushing disap- 


| pointment and rejection is 


disgustingly imminent. 

But I decided to take the 
class — and it turned out to 
be great. We watched a lot 
of funny things, hung out 
with a lot of funny people, 
and even traveled to DC to 


| see some comics perform 


liked 30 Rock. It bothered 
me that Tina Fey claimed 
that no one watched her 
show. Nationally, that was 
true. And in her book, 
Bossypants, she says that the 
show was not intended to 
be a critical darling, but a 
normal comedy that would 
be as successful as The OF 
fice. 

The type of people who 
liked 30 Rock were the 
people that just “got it.” 
They understood farce. 
They understood the type 
of people that were imi- 
tated. And, to keep them 
satisfied, Tina kept with 
her own style of writ- 
ing throughout the entire 
show, but with jokes that 
were topical and current. 
With every episode, the 
writers did something 
different. They refused 
[spoiler alert] to let Jack 
and Liz get together in 
the end. They refused to 
be conventional, and that 
was the biggest breath of 
fresh air. 

Tina, it seems, put her 
heart into this show. She 
did not want it to end but 
she also did not want it to 
jump the shark, or go on 
too long with no purpose. 
Her passion for the proj- 
ect was unique and trail- 
blazing, as there are many 
shows on TV now that are 
not believed in by the peo- 
ple making them. 

The last episode did 
not beg for tears, but sat- 
isfied. It had a scene in a 
playground that I used 
to go to every day when 
I was growing up. The 
show came full circle for 
me. At the risk of sound- 
ing like Lena Dunham in 
her Golden Globes speech, 
the 30 Rock show got me 
through middle school, 
high school and one and 
half years of college. It 
grew up with me as much 
as I grew up with it. The 
show loved and under- 
stood the city I love and 
portrayed it so wonder- 
fully. It will be missed, 
and in my opinion will not 
be paralleled. Hopefully it 
will change the world of 


TV comedies and comedy | 


in general even more than 
it already has. 


at an open mic event. Cut 
to three weeks later and | 
somehow found myself on 
the Swirnow stage, spoon- 
ing up four minutes of my 
own material. And, remark- 
ably, I enjoyed doing it. I 
somehow did not projectile 
vomit everywhere; so, all in 
all, | would call the experi- 
ence a success. 

If you are interested in 
trying stand-up — and I do 
recommend it — here are a 
list of things I learned: 

-While on stage, the au- 


COURTESY OF CHRISi002X VIA FLICKR 
Performing a stand-up routine is almost as terrifying as planting one on Rocky. Yo, Adrian, how'd you manage? 


ly, it might look like it’s your 
bar mitzvah, which is festive 
but confusing. Wearing any 
kind of costume is stupid. It 
is not Halloween, ya goof. 

-I had a great time eating 
a sandwich after my perfor- 
mance. Maybe you would 
enjoy doing that too. Or 
maybe you hate sandwiches. 

I decided to take note of 
my inner monologue start- 
ing right before I went on 
stage. I have transcribed it 
here so you can see the work- 
ings of an amateur comic’s 


dience aa 

looks lik 

ere, Jennifer Diamond ,.. , 

of blurry ° very 

beans. — Lughat This much 
eel _bet- ike 

ter knowing that you area vomiting. If I have to 


real person — not a quesadil- 
la ingredient. Use this confi- 
dence to your advantage. 

-Don’t fret if no one 
laughs at one of your jokes! 
You can always giggle un- 
comfortably and say, “Haha. 
My grandpa made up that 
one. What a guy. He’s dead 
now.” Pity laughter is better 
than no laughter* 

-Wear something casual. 
If you are dressed too fanci- 


vomit, maybe I will do it 
in that tall kid’s backpack. 
He will only mind a little 
bit because he is so tall 
and can therefore see more 
important things and this 
will keep things in per- 
spective. If I were taller I 
would probably be wiser. 
If I were.wiser, I prob- 
ably would not be back- 


stage right now. What if I 
vomit on stage? Will that 


make me famous? Maybe 
someone will post the 
whole thing on YouTube 
and I will become a vom- 
iting sensation. Like that 
video of the baby puking 
on a small dog. That baby 
was so cute and so gross. 
Oh, s**t. My turn. That’s a 
curtain. That’s a mic. Ev- 
eryone looks like beans. 
That’s cute. But beans 
can’t laugh! Oh, wait. They 
laughed. Kay, they’re not 
really beans. Maybe I for- 
got to brush my hair today. 
Maybe they are laughing 
at my hair. No, I did brush 
my hair. Okay, I have noth- 
ing left to say. Wave. Turn 
around. Done. I’m hungry 
for a Reuben. 

There you have it. All in 
all, stand-up was terrifying 
in the best of possible ways. 
I even plan to try it again. I 
definitely recommend tak- 
ing Adam Rubenr’s interses- 
sion course. It turns out that 
people laughing with you 
can feel pretty great - even 
if they may or may not be 
beans. 


“Just kidding, don’t try 


this one. 


YOUR PATH TO 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 
afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 
opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 
Work with renowned JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 
or receive academic credit 


Share your research 
with the Johns Hopkins community 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and 


juniors are eligible to apply (seniors are ineligible). 
Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. 


The Provost's Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. fi 


Each applicant must have a faculty sponsor. Summer 
proposals due March 6. Fall proposals due March 27. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 
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Lilted ban broadens career choices 


The Department of Defense (DOD) 
recently lifted a near 20-year ban on 
women serving in combat roles in 
the armed forces. For female cadets 
in the Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(ROTC) here at Hopkins, this change 
of policy means more jobs to choose 
from upon graduation. 

This page believes that this policy 
change is a positive development and 
commends the DOD for its decision. 

Allowing women to officially serve 
in combat roles is long overdue and 
this formality rightly acknowledges 
the equal contribution women sol- 
diers make to national defense. The 
change of policy represents the shat- 
tering of the brass ceiling in the armed 
forces and opens up a variety of op- 
portunities for women. If inequality 
in the workplace ought not to exist in 
corporate America, it ought not to ex- 
ist in America’s military either. 

This policy change will also benefit 
the overall strength and capability of 
the armed forces. Recruiting efforts, 
which have long been predominant- 
ly targeted at men, will now focus 
on women also. This means a larger, 
more diverse and more capable mili- 
tary. Many women already serving in 
the military have received the high- 
est of honors, and forbidding these 
talented women from officially stand- 
ing a post on the front line is not only 
unfair, it is also injurious to America’s 
military strength. 

The lifting of the ban benefits ca- 
dets in the Hopkins ROTC program, 
too. Jobs that were previously forbid- 


den to women are now open. With a 
wider choice of career options, gradu- 
ating officers will be able to choose 
from a larger selection of jobs and 
those women contemplating joining 
ROTC might now be more willing to 
serve. The decision not only affects 
the lines of the battle field, but also 
how women are portrayed in the mil- 
itary and what stereotypes they face 
about their capabilities. For example, 
a woman in the infantry need not nec- 
essarily haul heavy loads for hours on 
end. There are other avenues she can 
pursue within that branch that allow 
her to play to certain strengths which 
may not necessarily be her ability to 
lift. 

Although these changes are now 
officially codified, it’s necessary to 
note that women have been serving 
on the front lines for years, and many 
have died and have been wounded 
in combat. To this end, this policy 
change will not overhaul military 
practice. But at least we've finally 
come to admit that a policy which 
forbids women from following their 
dreams, simply because that dream 
might be dangerous, is not a policy 
worth enforcing. 

Despite the progress that this step 
represents, many misconceptions, 
still exist as to what lifting of the ban 
actually means for national defense 
and how this affects the logistics of 
combat and a woman’s place on the 
front lines. It is necessary for the DOD 
to clarify and enumerate the nuances 
to the opportunities offered. 


Iialogue necessary to realize ideas 


During an Intersession class last 
month, a group of students had the 
chance to study Baltimore and pro- 
pose solutions to pressing issues in 
the community. The class, entitled 
“B’More: Studying Innovation and 
Change Through Charm City,” in- 
troduced students to recent develop- 
ments in Baltimore and encouraged 
them to apply citywide innovation 
to Homewood. Some of the ideas 
proposed included a free hugs pro- 
gram, a bike share program and a 
“Mobile Maintenance” smartphone 
application. 

This page believes that this type 
of class is beneficial to Hopkins and 
the Baltimore community, but en- 
courages University administrators 
to pay more heed to student sugges- 
tions. 

An active discourse on the prob- 
lems plaguing the Hopkins commu- 
nity is a welcome and much-need- 
ed development. The task of fixing 
what’s broken on campus often falls 
to University administrators and 
outside contractors.’ Students don't 
always have a say in what needs 
to be fixed and don’t usually know 
how to fix what’s broken. 

Educating students in the process 
of tackling urban issues and allow- 
ing them to localize such knowl- 
edge to a college campus will al- 
low them to take a leading role in 
improving campus life. Such classes 


create a lens through which to view 
pressing issues, and provide stu- 
dents with the skills to fix them. 
Active student reformers have been 
noticeably absent among under- 
graduates at Hopkins. Cultivating 
a breed of young people with ideas 
and practical solutions can go a long 
way in bridging the knowledge gap 
amongst University administrators. 

But for these ideas to matter, 
the University must make an ef- 
fort to listen to them. In his Ten by 
Twenty program, President Daniels 
encourages students to voice their 
opinions. For those who do have 
opinions, though, a rare town hall 
meeting in a crowded lecture hall is 
hardly the place to share them. 

For those who do have ideas, get- 
ting in touch with administrators 
to actually make those ideas reality 
is often a feat in itself. The admin- 
istration must create a centralized 
and streamlined process by which 
students cannot only voice their 
opinions, but can also receive a re- 
sponse. 

Classes such as this Intersession 
course are a move in the right di- 
rection and would be even more ef- 
fective if they were offered during 
the regular semester. This would 
allow more people to take these 
classes, creating more solutions to 
the problems around campus and 
in Baltimore. 
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By JOHN CORBETT 


y_ tavorite 
Matthews 
Band songs raises 
a question that will 
surely be asked of 
many seniors as they approach 
graduation this spring: Where 
are you going? 


ne of my 
Dave 


Even for those who have nev- 
er put a considerable amount of 
thought into the question, it has 
almost surely been presented by 
family members, companions 
and graduate school applications 
in any one of its disguised forms: 
What are you doing this summer? 
What are your plans for after gradu- 
ation? In 10 years, where do you see 
yourself? In short, how do we find 
our calling? 

With such ominous questions 
ahead (even those who won't be 
graduating for another year or 
more), it is easy to find oneself 
paralyzed by the magnitude of 
the task. However, I have a pro- 
posal which should be welcome 
among those who don’t envy the 
task of mapping out their future: 
Don’t worry about it. 

One of the most obvious yet 
overlooked reasons you shouldn't 
worry is the false model of the 
“career” as stasis. Though pop- 
ular notions which allege that 
the average person makes six to 
seven career changes through- 
out his or her life are likely mis- 
guided, figures from the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics show that most 
young workers between the ages 
of 20-24 will change employers 
multiple times in that span. The 
takeaway here is simple — entry- 
level jobs will allow you to get a 
feel for an industry. And if you 
feel compelled to change careers 
or even industries, you won’t be 
the first to do so. 

Another study shows that 
your career is not the only thing 
that will likely change as you 
grow older. A Harvard Univer- 
sity survey published in the jour- 
nal Science indicates that while 
individuals tend to look back 
on periods of their lives with 
feelings of how much. they’ve 
“changed” and “grown,” they 
consistently believe that they will 
change less in the future. In spite 


OPINIONS 


tinding your way without the career map 


of what experience tells them, 
people prefer to believe that their 
current level of wisdom and ma- 
turity represents some plateau of 
personal development that they 
have finally achieved. The catch 
— the same subjects, interviewed 
ten years later, report the same 
feeling of having undergone im- 
mense change in the past decade, 
while still believing that now, fi- 
nally, they're done growing. 

The findings suggest two 
things: first, that people never 
really stop growing and develop- 
ing personally; and second, that 
this comes as a surprise to nearly 
everyone. This simple observa- 
tion is one that those entering the 
job market should take to heart. 
Instead of trying to answer the 
question, “What will I want to 
do for the rest of my life?” you 
should be asking, “What do | 
want to do now?” 

So, you've thought about it, 
and you think you know what 
you want to do now. But even if 
you've answered this question, 
how can you be sure that you'll 
find meaning in it? That you 
won't wake up one day, 30 years 
from now, and realize you've 
made the wrong decision? 

Again, there is good news — 
this time in the economic con- 
cept of “sunk costs, the idea that 
once you've invested something 
that can’t be refunded — time, 
effort, money — into an endeav- 
or, you're less likely to give up 
on it. The sunk costs concept is 
essentially.a buffer against buy- 
er’s remorse in the job market. 
The key observation here is that 
once an individual has put time 
or effort that they can’t get back 
into a career, a hobby or a rela- 
tionship, they are loath to give 
up on it, and more likely to feel 
an obligation to it. And through 
this process, rather than search- 
ing for an occupation that deliv- 
ers us meaning, we create mean- 
ing in our chosen field. 

As it turns out, most human 
beings, especially college stu- 
dents, have a keen, if uncon- 
scious, awareness of the concept 
of sunk costs. After all, college is 
an immense sunk cost, and with 


fests itself in many ways. That 
aspiration td attend a more pres- 
tigious university while all of 
your friends went to state school? 
That’s sunk costs — you're not go- 
ing to let all that hard work during 
high school go to waste. 

And sunk costs can extend to 
doing things for others as well as 
for yourself. Parental pressure 
is a perfect example. The reason 
you don’t want to disappoint 
your parents who, by the way, 
spent 18 years raising you anda re 
paying your tuition? Sunk costs, 
secondhand-edition: They've done 
so much for me; the least I can do is 
live up to their expectations. 

Though these examples sound 
more bleak than benign, they are 
simply to illustrate that sunk cost 
considerations dominate human 
decision making, and often sub- 
stitute for a more drawn-out deci- 
sion-making process. And while 
this may still seem like falling 
short of “finding meaning” in an 
occupation, the good news is that 
most people, motivated by sunk 
costs to stick with it for the long 
hall, do eventually find aspects of 
their work that they value. . 

One final important insight: 
It doesn’t matter so much what 
you choose, so long. as you 
choose it. The feeling of having 
made an active decision is the 
first step in the process of build- 


ing up “positive sunk costs” on | 


your way to finding meaning in 
an occupation. If you feel that 
you've actively sought after the 
career, it will be more mean- 
ingful to you than if you feel 
you've sleepwalked into it. This 
is why all entrepreneurs boast of 
“self-fulfillment” and graduate 
students who continued their 
education simply because “it’s a 
tough job market” are the ones 
who wake up with “quarter-life 
crises.” Bottom line: Choose 
something, almost anything, 
and invest yourself in it; you'll 
create meaning and define your 
own fulfillment. ‘ 


| John Corbett is a sophomore Econom- 


ics and International Studies double 


that investment is the desire to | major from Portsmouth, R.I. He is a 


turn a profit. This desire mani- 


| staff writer for The News-Letter. 


Hopkins should educate students about suicide 


By KRISHNA PATEL 


he quintessential col- 

lege experience is 

often described as a 

time of exploration 

and self-actualization. 
When asked what they would 
hope to experience during their 
formative college years, many 
individuals would be inclined to 
discuss forging friendships, cul- 
tivating meaningful memories 
and discovering a future profes- 
sion. ; 

Along with all these triumphs 
and fond memories, however, 
many of these individuals will in- 
evitably face heartbreak, failure, 
loss, depression and countless 
other obstacles. When a student 
arrives at his or her university, 
he or she must navigate through 
new surroundings and face new 
challenges without the former 
network of support from family 
and friends. Adjusting to a new 
environment, the demands of a 
rigorous course load and home- 
sickness create a great deal of 
stress. When combined with un- 
derlying depression and a stress- 
inducing lifestyle, change can 
lead to thoughts of suicide. 

When discussing college, the 
grim and historically taboo sub- 
ject of suicide is often left out of 
the conversation. Understand- 
ably, its highly personal nature 
makes it a difficult topic to openly 
discuss for both those who have 
had suicidal thoughts and other 
members of their community. 

In our community, though, it 
would be ill-advised to ignore 
discourse regarding  suicrde. 
Statistics reported by the Ameri- 
can College Health Association 
- (ACHA) show that suicide is the 
‘second leading cause of death for 
college students. If this statistic is 
not alarming enough, it is impor- 
tant to note that since the 1950s, 
the suicide rate for teens and 
young adults ranging from ages 


15 to 24 have tripled. 

This is exceedingly worri- 
some when we consider the 
competitive and challenging 
atmosphere at Hopkins which 
contributes to the high levels of 
stress experienced by students. 
Fortunately, institutions like 
the Hopkins Counseling Center 
exist to provide students with 
trained psychologists and, if 
necessary, psychiatrists to help 
them understand, cope and of- 
ten overcome whatever issue 
they are facing. Student groups 
like A Place to Talk create a safe 
place to discuss, rather than 
suppress, both serious personal 
concerns and daily struggles. 
Other student groups like Hop- 
kins Emergency Response Or- 
ganization are there to provide 
emergency assistance when 
necessary. These safeguards, es- 
pecially the Counseling Center, 
have not only helped, but have 
also saved countless lives over 
the years. Clearly these institu- 
tions are successful at assisting 
students who need help. 

But in most cases, individu- 
als with suicidal thoughts do 
not willingly reach out on their 
own. The social stigma and fear 
attached with such a decision are 
often enough to deter them from 
asking for help. It would thus be 
beneficial to use members of the 
student body to help monitor 
other students. Each and every 
day, students are constantly in- 
teracting with fellow students. 
We vent to our friends, laugh 
with our friends and commiser- 
ate with our friends. When some- 
thing’s wrong, it’s often easy for 
us to tell. 

The University, though, lacks 
an effective vehicle by which to 
engage the student body in sui- 
cide awareness. For those who 
have not personally felt the vis- 
ceral pain of losing a loved one. 
who has committed suicide, it is 


those affected merely by reading 
an email which briefly outlines 
possible warning signs. With 
busy schedules and incessant ex- 
ams, many students will quickly 
forget critical information or sad- 
ly lose interest in such an impor- 
tant cause as suicide awareness. 

Although the annual World 
Suicide Prevention Day was on 
Sept. 10, there was no mention 
of this vitally important day on 
campus. To raise awareness about 
suicide prevention and to get 
students involved, the Univer- 
sity should host guest speakers, 
hold training programs oriented 
towards surveillance and partici- 
pate in events targeted at raising 
awareness. Taking part in nation- 
ally recognized prevention weeks 
and months, participating in com- 
munity walks and volunteering 
at nursing homes, hospitals and 
hospices to help those dealing 
with depression and loneliness 
would go a long way in educating 
students about the importance of 
suicide prevention. 

There is no clear-cut way to 
deal with suicide prevention; 
the warning signs and treat- 
ment options often differ from 
person to person. Hopkins’s 
well-developed Counseling 
Center and other student out- 
reach programs effectively 
help students who reach out 
for help and support. But many 
students are reluctant to ask 
for the help that these pro- 
grams can provide. To this end, 
the University must work to 
educate students in monitor- 
ing their peers and looking out 
for warning signs. If our efforts 
can save just one family from 
experiencing the heartbreak 
caused by the loss of a loved 
one to suicide, it will all be 
worth it... 


Krishna Patel is a sophomore 


often difficult to empathize with | chemistry major from Oakhurst, N.]. 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


Stefan Kay 


Rethinking Russias 
renationalization plan 


he controversial priva- 
tization measures in 
the 1990s under Boris 


Yeltsin were widely 
resented by average 
Russians. While these medea- 


sures gave rise to a new class of 
fabulously wealthy oligarchs, the 
greater majority of Russian citi- 
zens faced a sharp and unprec- 
edented decline in wealth and 
income. 

With the painful memory of 
the 1990s still fresh, the Russian 
population overwhelmingly fa- 
vored the steps toward partial 
renationalization under Vladi- 
mir Putin. By 2005, Putin had as- 
serted the Kremlin’s control over 
Sibneft, Yukos oil (now essential- 
ly Rosneft) and Gazprom. Rising 
oil and gas prices from 1998 on- 
wards helped Russia achieve be- 
tween five and ten percent GDP 
growth every year until the ef- 
fects of the crisis were felt on the 
economy. 

With the help of the Kremlin 
propaganda machine, Russians 
were (and to a large extent still 
are) convinced that commod- 
ity price rises would not have 
improved the average Russians’ 
welfare to the extent that it did 
had it not been for the renation- 
alization of the oil and gas indus- 
tries. This conception is highly 
erroneous and has even managed 
to prevail outside of Russia. 

In the near decade or so since 
the Kremlin has controlled the 
Russian oil and gas industries, 
profits from the commodity gi- 


| ants have been directed at gov- 


ernment spending on only one 
occasion. A few months ago, the 
Kremlin insisted it should keep a 
modest amount of Rosneft’s prof- 
its (and. use it for non-Rosneft re- 
lated spending). 

The implications of such ac- 
tions are far-reaching. First, gen- 
erous public spending on pen- 
sions and other entitlements that 
improved the financial standing 
of so many Russians did not de- 


| pend on profits from any of the 


so-called “national champions.” 
This means that incomes and 
savings would have risen as they 
did even if the oil and gas indus- 
tries were controlled by privately 
run companies. In fact, given 
the questionable management of 
these giants, Russians may have 
profited more if they remained 
private and more efficient. The 
Russian government profited 
mostly from the taxation of these 
companies, the oil and gas ex- 
ports and issuing drilling and 
exploration licenses. The often- 
generous government spending 
during the oil boom years came 
primarily from that. The state’s 
management of these companies 
had nothing (until the unique 
case a few months ago) to do 
with the Kremlin’s new luxury of 
being able to raise entitlements. 
The highly controversial man- 
ner in which the Kremlin rena- 
tionalized the energy giants led 
to an unfriendly business and 
risky investment environment. 
It made all foreign oil companies 


‘in Russia a lot less comfortable 


and less willing to expand their 
business there. Unsurprisingly, 
Russia’s vastly abundant natural 
resources still keep many for- 
eign oil companies implacably 
pursuing drilling licenses and 
deals. But the deep bureaucracy, 
hazardous business  environ- 
ment and candid favoritism that 
plague foreign enterprises in 
Russia have deterred these oil 
companies from committing and 
expanding in a way that could 
create many new job opportuni- 
ties. 

‘The aggressive renewable 
energy initiatives, for example, 
are completely’ separate from 
anythirig these businesses do in 
Russia. Furthermore, while the 
most shameless display of favor- 
itism comes in the commodities 
industry, it has affected Russia’s 
business reputation in other in- 
dustries. The World Bank ranked 
the massive and fast growing 
country 112th on its ease of do- 
ing business index. Bribes and 


corruption aside, many fear the 


Russian government may arbi- 


trarily obstruct their business’ 


\ 


growth and development. They 
then avoid coming to Russia be- 
cause of the not-so-free market 
environment. 

[he repercussions are un- 
doubtedly negative for Russians’ 
incomes and wealth. Job and ca- 
reer development opportunities 
that should have appeared in a 
country with upwards of six per- 
cent growth were markedly less 
exceptional because renational- 
ization scared so many entrepre- 
neurs and businesses away. The 
type of small businesses that ev- 
eryone praises for creating jobs 
and wealth for the middle class 
in the west (albeit somewhat ex- 
aggerated), were precisely the 
ones that did not appear in Rus- 
Sia. 

The inefficient management 
of these national champions is 
also an important part of under- 
standing why their growth did 
not bring as much prosperity to 
ordinary Russians. First, much 
of the activity of these firms is 
guided by politics, and not busi- 
ness sense. The management in 
Gazprom, Rosneft, and Sibneft 
(to name a few) answers primar- 
ily to Kremlin officials rather 
than shareholders. The Kremlin 
has used its control over Rosneft 
and Gazprom to push for energy 
deals with certain companies 
from select countries. They have 
chosen their supply routes and 
customers in a very politically 
motivated fashion, rather than 
considering what would most 
benefit the individual firms’ prof- 
itability. 

The Nord and South Stream 
pipelines may ensure a risk-free 
link to Germany and other parts 
of Europe by avoiding Ukraine, 


_but the, construction . of_.these 


pipelines and others made little 
business sense. The current pipe- 
lines that linked much of the EU 
to Russian gas were only operat- 
ing at a maximum of 80 percent 
capacity at any given time, mak- 
ing it very impractical to invest so 
heavily in additional pipelines. 

If Hopkins had 100 buses and 
only 80 were being needed to 
carry all-of the people between , 
Homewood and JHMIL, investing 
heavily in more of the same bus- 
es would be wasteful. These deci- 
sions prevented prosperity from 
reaching average Russians. The 
opportunity cost is quite high. 
Instead of using the phenomenal 
financial prowess ‘of these en- 
ergy giants to develop new tech- 
nologies, more efficient drilling 
mechanisms and research and 
development in things like frack- 
ing or renewables (both of which 
threaten to revolutionize the en- 
ergy industry), the leadership 
within these “national champi- 
ons” prioritized politics. 

Investments in new technolo- 
gies would have created prom- 
ising job opportunities in con- 
struction and engineering, in 
addition to expanding the busi- 
ness. More opportunities should 
have and could have been avail- 
able for Russian citizens durin 
this era of growth. : 

Unfortunately, the future is 
also quite bleak. Since this form 
of outdated protectionism shields 
the semi-state owned firms from 
true competition, there is less 
urgency to develop and become 
more efficient. Eventually, if and 
when they are not able to com- 
pete with the more adaptive and 
efficient private firms, the Rus- 
sian energy giants will either 
lose sizable portions of the mar- 
ket share, or more plausibly, will 
need even more help and protec- 
tionism from the Russian state. 
That could make them a serious 
burden to the Russian economy. 
There is indeed a correlation be- 
tween partial renationalization 
and increases in wealth, but the 
former did not cause the latter. 
Believing it did may lead to more 
flawed policymaking and less of 
an increase in wealth and pros- 
perity for ordinary people. 


Stefan Kay is a sophomore 
International Studies and Economics 
double major from Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands. He is a staff writer for 
The News-Letter. 
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Baltimore to host the 2013 Gold Cup 


By LAN YU 


Managing Editor 


A very different kind 
of football is coming to 
Baltimore this summer, 
bringing soccer fans to a 
matchup of the national 
teams in North and Cen- 
tral America. 

Last week, the Con- 
federation of North, Cen- 
tral American and Carib- 
bean Association Football 
(CONCACAF) announced 
the host cities for the 2013 
CONCACAF Gold Cup 
scheduled for July 7 to 28. 
Among the host venues 
new to the tournament is 
M&T Bank Stadium. 

In a press release, CON- 


CACAF President Jeffrey 
Webb expressed his grati- 
tude to all of the venues 
that submitted bids and 
congratulated those that 
will host matches, located 
throughout the US. 

While more details have 
yet to emerge, including 
the exact date of the com- 
petitions and who will be 
playing on the Ravens’ 
gridiron turf, expect the 
crowds to pack the stadi- 
um as previous competi- 
tions brought the Gold Cup 
venues to capacity. 

Seven other stadiums 
make their debut in host- 
ing CONCACAF Gold Cup 
match, including the Geor- 
gia Dome in Atlanta and 


the Sun Life Stadium in Mi- 
ami Fields. Five venues re- 
turn to the lineup from pre- 
vious years, with the closest 
veteran being Red Bull Sta- 
dium in Harrison, NJ. 

[The tournament 
tures 12 of the teams in 


fea- 


the confederation, with the 
winner of every other Gold 
Cup moving on to repre- 
sent CONCACAF in the 
Confederations Cup. 

As the winner of the last 
Gold Cup in 2011, Mexico 
will proceed to this year’s 
Confederations Cup in Bra- 
zil, although it will be the 
2015 Gold Cup that deter- 
mines who will represent 
CONCACAF four years 
from now in Russia. 


4 Sun Life Stadium ~ 


Miemi, FL 


COURTESY OF WWW.CONCAF.COM 


B'more's M&T Bank Field is one of many locations around the country set to host the Gold Cup in 2013. 


Spend Black History Month with the OMA 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


The Office of Multicul- 
tural Affairs celebrates 
Black History Month 
throughout the month of 
February. 

This Friday you can at- 
tend a Musical Showcase 
on Voices of the African 
Diaspora. 

Saturday there is a pub- 
lic lecture called “Bulldoz- 


ing Jim Crow.” This event 
will begin at 2 p.m. at the 
Ralph F. Lewis Museum. 
On Sunday, come to 
Charles Commons Ball- 
room B to discuss the state 
of marriage in the black 
community. Dr. Katrina 
Bell McDonald gives a lec- 
ture on this subject enti- 
tled “Not Everyone Jumps 


‘the Same Broom.” Dinner 


will be catered by Darker 
than Blue. 


Friday Feb. 8 


z ' 
EVENTS JHUEDU 


Voices of the 
African Diaspora: 
Musical Showcase 

7-9 p.m. 
Mattin SDS Room 


African Americans 
have historically ex- 
pressed themselves 
outside of the mu- 
sical mainstream. 
This is relfected in 
many aspects of 
culture, especially 
the reinvention of 
church hymns as 

iritual songs. Jazz 
as well comes from 
a blending of Afri- 
can and European 
musical traditions. 
Come experience 
these and other 
voices that have 
emerged from the 
African Diaspora, 
and see how di- 
verse historical ele- 


Events continue | 
throughout the rest of | 
February, covering topics 
from Cabaret to Health | 
Care. 

So look out as the OMA 
brings food, cart, culture 
and politics to JHU for 
Black History Month. 

For a full list of these 
exciting and educational 
events, you can check the 
OMA website at omajhu. | 
edu. 
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By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


Even though we live in 
a city, it’s not always easy 
to get to a movie theater. 

Sure, most college stu- 
dents just watch movies 
on their computers, but 
there’s nothing quite like 


| | seeing something on the 


big screen. 
You know, when the 
room is dark, the popcorn 


| is warm and the explo- 


sions boom from every- 
corner. That’s why you go 
to the theater. 

Of course JHU has a lot 
of film events with large 
screens and both classic 
and current movies, but 
sometimes you're in the 
mood to experience some- 
thing that just arrived in 
theaters. 

So then where can you 
go? 

There’s of course the 
Rotunda, which is within 
walking distance from 
campus. It’s a pretty far 
walk though, for those of 
us who don't like to spend 
twenty minutes strolling 
through the cold. 

Although the Rotunda 
is convenient, it only plays 
about four films at once. 
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Originally opened in 1939, Baltimore's Senator Theatre is one of the city’s impressive historic landmarks. 


Do you want to see a movie in B'more? 


That means they probably 
have only the biggest mov- 
ies, which might not be 
what you're looking for. 

Also nearby JHU is the 
Charles Theatre. This one 
is good for classic and in- 
die films, but they don’t 
usually have the big Block- 
busters. So the Charles is 
definitely limited as well. 

The Landmark Theatre 
is my personal favorite. 
This is a lovely old theater 
in Harbor East.  Impres- 
sive both inside and out, 
this place has a snazzy 
bar along with an elabo- 
rate concession stand. The 
Landmark has a_ pretty 
good mix of films too: doc- 
umentaries and indie flicks 
are thrown in with more 
popular movies. 

Harbor East is also a 
nice place to hang around 
before or after a movie. So 
if I have a choice, I’m prob- 
ably going to head to the 
Landmark Theater. 

But even they don’t have 
everything!" 

So maybe the best place 
to see a movie is at that 
very large Loews in White 
Marsh. This one is a bit fur- 
ther away, so you'll need a 
car to get there. 

But they have so many 


JHU and B’more Happenings 


ments have influ- 
enced music today. 


“citizen Havel” 
Towson 
International 
Film Festival 
7 p.m. 

Van Bokkelen 204 
Towson University 


Head up to Towson 
this weekend for 
the Bridges to the 
World Internation- 
al Film Festival. Fri- 
day night features 
the Czech film, “Cit- 
izen Hazel.” There 
will also be screen- 
ings of films from 
Uraguay, Israel, Tai- 
wan and Australia. 
The event runs un- 
til March 8th. 


_ Crowded Streets- 


Dave Matthews 

Band Tribute - 
7:30 p.m. 

Rams Head Live 


Crowded Streets is 
reported to be “the 
second best Dave 
Matthews — band.” 
Considering — the 
fact that the first 
best is likely the 
actual Dave Mat- 


join Alex, 


thews Band, this is 
high praise. Crowd- 
ed Streets explores 
musical improvisa- 
tion while staying 
faithful to the Dave 
Matthews — Band 
sound. Tickets are 
$12. Doors open at 
ipa 


Da le 


+ 
AGAYLAK * J | 


Padataa 3 
MOST WANTE RS 


MOVIEPOSTERDB.COM 


Madagascar 3 
8 p.m. 
Gilman 50 


Let out your inner 
child this Friday and 
Gloria, 

Marty and Melvin 
for The HOP’s pre- 
sentation of Mada- 
gascar 3. On this 
latest adventure, 

the crew ends up in 
Europe with a trav- 
eling circus. Enjoy 
the shenanigans as 
they try to get back 


to the Big Apple. 


Saturday Feb. 9 


Mardi Gras Festival 
9 p.m. 
Power Plant Live! 


Power Plant Live! 
& Captain Morgan 
present the 4th 
annual Mardi Gras 
Festival. Come by 
the Inner Harbor 
for a non-stop 3 
hour party featur- 
ing performances 
by Stiltwalkers, 
Firebreathers and 
more. 98Rock’s 
Captain Don will be 
broadcasting _ live. 


A 825 ticket covers 
more than 7 Pow- 
er Plant Live! bars 
from 9 p.m.-12 a.m. 


Mr. Greengenes 
9pm. 
Rams Head Live 


Mr. Greengenes 


come to Rams 


Head Live for his 
last show in Mary- 
land. This event is 
21 and up. Tickets 
range from s15-s18. 
Doors open at 8 


RAMSHEADLIVE.COM 


Sunday Feb. 10 


Chinese New Year 
at the Walters 
12-3 p.m. 
Walters Art 
Museum 


2013 is the year of 
the Snake. Come 


~to the Walters Art 


Museum in Mt. 
Vernon to ensure 
good luck in the 
coming year and to 


wish good fortune 


for friends and fam- 


ily. You can make 
snake 


your own 
art, calligraphy and 


red money enve- 


movie choices that it’s 
definitely worth it. Espe- 
cially if there’s something 
you're dying to see. (And 
you don’t want to stream 
it in low-quality on your 
laptop.) 

White Marsh is one of 
the only places close by 
where you can see the pop- 
ular new zombie love story, 
“Warm Bodies.” As I insist 
on seeing this film, I will 
likely be heading to White 
Marsh this weekend. 

But if standard AMC 
buildings and Blockbust- 
ers aren’t you're thing, 
you should take a look at 
the Art Deco style Sena- 
tor Theatre. Unfortunately, 
it is currently undergoing 
renovations, but hopefully 
it will be open for business 
soon. 

This theatre dates all the 
way back to 1939. Although 
it has fallen on some diffi- 
cult times lately, the Sena- 
tor was known to play both 
classic and current films. It 


more-based premieres and 
was often visited by celeb- 
rities. 

So why not take advan- 
tage of Baltimore cinema 
and take in a movie this 
weekend? 


lope. The Johns 
Hopkins University 
Lion Dance Trope 
will also perform 
at 12:30 p.m. and 2 
p.m. 


Bon Jovi Concert 
7:30 p.m. 
Verizon Genter 
Washington D.C. 


Superstar rock band 
Bon Jovi comes to 
the Verizon center 
in D.C. this Sunday 
evening. They will 
be playing the usual 
hits as well as songs 
from their upcom- 
ing album, “What 
About Now.” Al- 
though tickets are 
expensive for a col- 
lege student’s bud- 
get, the cheapest 
seats are available 
for $29.85. So head 
down to D.C. to sen 
your weekend off 
in classic rock style. 
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New video exhibit at Barnstormers well-received by audience 
the BMA disappointing 


By SARA SON 
For The Vews Letter 


Nestled in the west 
side of the Baltimore Mu- 
seum of Art’s (BMA) new 
contemporary wing, the 
Black Box gallery made its 
debut with the 11-minute 
long video, A Man Scream- 
ing is Not a Dancing Bear. 

Its title is deceiving — 
there is neither a scream- 
ing man nora dancing bear 
in this New Orleans based 


production. 
However, there is a 
man. He is silent, not 


screaming, and he has his 
back towards the audi- 
ence while rhythmically 
beating a set of window 
blinds. 

The audience is on 
the other side, inside the 
house, looking out at him 
as light plays with both 
movement and sound. 

His percussive beats 
make gaps in the blinds 
to let light into the dark 
room. 

The video, collabo- 
rated by Jennifer Allora 
and Guillermo Calzadilla, 
travels through tranquil 
scenes of wetland, often 
shifting the camera up- 
ward to capture the trees 
and the sky. 

However, the fluidity 
of one scene is abruptly 
interrupted by another as 
scenes quickly shift back 
to the man beating loudly 
or close-ups of abandoned 
and rusting homes dev- 
astated by Hurricane Ka- 
trina. 

The film is silent except 
for the sound of the man’s 
drumsticks hitting the 
plastic blinds, adding to 
the eerie effect of the entire 
spectacle. 

The overall effect of 
both the video and the 
pitch dark room in which 
audience are forced to sit 
through is haunting, to say 
the least. 

The act almost seems 
sacrilegious, meshing vio- 


Beyoncé halitime show set list disappoints | 


By RIAN DAWSON 
Editor-in-Chief 


I’m not a huge connois- 
seur of the Super Bowl, and 
even less so of the half time 
show. I mean, my home- 
town team is the Detroit 
Lions. And they’re just ... 
not going to a Super Bowl 
anytime soon. I’ve got to be 
realistic. 

In terms -of music, I 
listen to a lot of strange, 
folksy rock that my Pando- 
ra account gives me. Sim- 
ply put, the obscurity of 
my music tastes precludes 
any of my favorite per- 
formers from ever being 
Super Bowl Halftime Show 
performers. 

Super Bowl XLVII was a 
little different, though. My 
adopted team, the Ravens, 
made it to the big game. 
Suffices to say, I had to 
watch. Then there were the 
whispers on Perez Hilton 
that Destiny’s Child would 
be reuniting and doing a 
set during the halftime 
show. And as a child of the 
early ‘00s, I totally remem- 
ber “Say My Name” play- 
ing on the Disney Chan- 
nel in between television 
shows. 

So in order to evoke 
my elementary-school 
self, I tuned in, hoping 
that sometime during the 
halftime show, it would 
happen. The fact that the 


- Friday before Joan Riv- 


ers hosted a Fashion Police 
Super Bowl Special where 
they dissected the cos- 
tumes of performers past 
also piqued my interest. 

By the time the second 


lent displays of sound with 
the calm wonder of both 
nature and an unworldly 
southern mystique. 

The museum’s  web- 
site explains that “these 
haunting scenes evoke the 
musical traditions of New 
Orleans, the idea of artis- 
tic creation coming in the 
aftermath of destruction, 
and the visual metaphor 


Reinterpretation of all the works of William Shakepeare manages to sell out Arellano theatre both nights 


By JENNIFER DIAMOND 


Stall Writer 

This past Friday and 
Saturday, William Shake- 
speare’s greatest works 


leapt, frolicked and cajoled 
throughout Arellano The 


| ater as a troupe of six ac- 


of light breaking into the | 


darkness _ of aban- 
doned house.” 

Unfortunately, the act is 
unconvincing. 

At face value the short 
film is haunting, yes, but 
hardly anything more than 
that. 

As its own work, it is al- 
most indecipherable if one 
were to randomly walk 
into the Black Box without 


[an] 


any information about the | 


piece. 

There is little to no in- 
troduction for the video 
beyond the synopsis on 
the museum’s_ website. 
The museum and the title 
do little to let the viewer 
know what is going on in 
the video. 


tors promised to squash all 
thirty-seven of the Bard's 
plays into one two-hour 
long performance. 

And squash they did, 
as they swapped costumes 
and churned through com- 
edies, tragedies, and histo- 
ries faster than you can say 
Titus Andronicus. All of this 
merriment came as a part 
of the Barnstormers’ inter- 
session production of The 
Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (Abridged), di- 
rected by sophomore Dan- 
iel Weissglass. 

If you are looking for 
a scholarly critique of the 
Bard’s work, The Complete 
Works... may not be for you. 
But for those who grew 
weary of Shakespeare in 
their high school English 
class, this fun and light 


| play comes as a breath of 


A viewer who had never | 


heard about the exhibition 


would not know the piv- | 


otal facts. 
He or she would be 


| of whimsical 


unaware that this video | 
was filmed in New Or- | 


leans. Furthermore, 
man beating the blinds 


the | 


| junior 


is a resident of the Ninth | 
Ward, which was one of | 


the neighborhoods that 
felt the full blow of Ka- 
trina. 

Another important 
point is that the wetlands 
are scenes from the Mis- 
sissippi River Delta (a 
source of major flooding 


during the great hurri- | 
| most well-respected writer 


cane). 

It is unfortunate be- 
cause the work itself is 
thought-provoking and 
insightful, but it relies too 
heavily on the crutch of 
context, which the artists 
nor the museum provide. 


fresh air, reinvigorating 
dusty and sometimes ex- 
hausting plots with hu- 
mor and a dizzying array 
reinterpre- 
tations of Shakespeare’s 
writing. 

The play opens with 
sophomore Ryan Blake and 
Lien Le attempt- 
ing to decide whether or 
not the audience has a 
wider breadth of knowl- 
edge about William Shake- 
speare than they do. 

It becomes clear imme- 
diately that these charac- 
ters are no aficionados on 
the Bard, but are instead 
charming clowns, looking 
to affectionately mock the 


of all time. 


Soon, the other four 


| members of the acting 
| troupe are brought onstage 


| 


and the play spins off into 
a wild ride full of cross- 


| dressing and spit takes, 


all in the effort to touch 
on each and every one of 
Shakespeare's plays. 

It is 
plained why these six peo- 
ple have decided to take 
on this enormous task, but 
the audience is not about to 
complain, not when Othello 
is transformed into a rap, 
the histories are conveyed 
through a football game, 
and Titus Andronicus be- 
comes a cannibalistic cook- 
ing show. 

Freshman Matt Moores, 
sophomore Morris Kra- 
icer and sophomore Grace 
Mumby stood out as sup- 
porting actors, each play- 
ing a wide array of charac- 
ters and providing gentle 
moments of relief from the 
frantic energy of the play. 

Moores’s spot-on come- 
dic timing and quiet de- 
meanor won him laughs as 
he swung swords in Romeo 
and Juliet and later played 
the ditzy daughter in Ti- 
tus Andronicus. Mumby 
elegantly juggled absurdly 
fast character shifts and 
physical comedy stunts. 
Meanwhile, Kraicer com- 
mitted wholeheartedly to 
the absurdity of Queen 
Gertrude in Hamlet and 
bounced around the stage 
like the Eveready Bunny in 
Converse sneakers. 


never quite ex- 


quarter was out, I was 
ready for King B to take 
the stage. 

The lighting and stage 
design was _ impressive, 
though it didn’t go with- 
out notice that Mrs. Carter 
completely missed her 
mark a time or two. And 


I could definitely do with- . 


out that mirror trick where 
there were a dozen Beyon- 
cés on stage. One is more 
than enough as far as I’m 
concerned. 

I'm no great fan of Be- 
yoncé, so I own my igno- 
rance as to a majority of 
the songs on her set-list. 
Where my fellow watch- 
ers were bouncing along to 
the first couple songs, I sat 
in a La-z-boy waiting pa- 
tiently to see if the rumors 
were true. But there was 
another thing on my wish 
list: “Single Ladies” and 


COURTESY OF SUMAN PARK VIA FLICKR 
Destiny's Child semi-reunited in a surprise performance during the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show. 


the accompanying dance. 
Almost halfway through 
the show and no “Single 
Ladies,” I was about to 
call it quits. When Kelly 
Rowland and Michelle 
Williams popped up on 
stage my hopes for “Single 
Ladies” was dashed, but I 
was still holding out for 
“Say my Name.” 

The three of them on 
the stage reminded me, 
for some reason, of Gladi- 
ator. Except with dancing. 
The leather costume was 
great on when only one 
person was wearing it, but 
all three of them looked a 
little too matchy-matchy. 

Then, the unthinkable 
happened: Beyoncé actu- 
ally shared the spotlight 
with the other two Des- 
tiny’s Children in per- 
forming “Single Ladies,” 
the unlikely anthem of 


my senior year Advanced 
Placement Biology course. 
Unfortunately, though, the 
trio butchered the best part 
of the song—which is the 
dance. And then there was 
that funny thing going on 
with the microphone vol- 
ume: my working theory 
is that Beyoncé had hers 
turned up while Michelle 
Williams and Kelly Row- 
land had theirs turned 
down. That, or everyone 
but Beyoncé was a little 
pitchy. 

I tried to hang in there. 
Even after the botched 
“Single Ladies,” I waited. 
And waited. And still 
waited, But Beyoncé and 
her reunited group didn’t 


“Say my Name.” 


In remedy, I thought 
it appropriate to give the 
song it’s due. That’s what 
YouTube is all about. 


GEORGINA EDIONSERI/ PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 
The Barnstormers present a very different version of the classical Shakespeare, using rap and football games. 


Each actor did an im- 
pressive job of breaking 
the “fourth wall” and in- 
corporating the audience 
into the world of the play. 

Unlike most theatrical 
productions, The Complete 
Works... made use of audi- 
ence participation, asking 
various showgoers to do 
everything from scream 
onstage to discuss the 
quality of their intermis- 
sion experiences. 

Ryan Blake and Taylor 
Barfield controlled most of 
these interactions, expertly 
tossing in ad libbed taunts 
and lines of encourage- 
ment. 

Director Daniel Weiss- 
glass managed to coordi- 
nate this risky use of im- 
provisation, keeping these 
moments amusing without 
becoming _ self-indulgent 
for the company. 

A highlight of the show 
came when the Director of 
Homewood Arts, Eric Be- 
atty was called to the stage. 
His portrayal of Ophelia’s 
unconscious was both 
nuanced and edgy. His 
dashes across the stage de- 
manded that the audience 
look inwards at themselves 
and ask the question, 
“What does it mean to be 
human”? He was an excel- 
lent sport. 


While the Barnstormers’ 
production of The Com- 
plete Works of William 
Shakespeare (Abridged) 
succeeded in providing its 
audiences with a delightful 
and fun evening of theatre, 
it is perhaps more notable 
for selling out Arellano 
both nights. 

Many students involved 
with theatre at Johns Hop- 
kins are quick to complain 
that arts groups are not 
supported enough by the 


JHU community — and 
with good reason. 
Many productions 


struggle to fill even a quar- 
ter of their theater each 
night, and they find that 
many students have never! 
even heard of their theatri- 
cal organizations. vid 
And yet, this particula 
production managed to do 
the impossible and fill ev- 
ery seat in Arellano. They 
even had to turn away; 
eager, patrons, for Jack of, 
space. Perhaps the. Barn;y 
stormers did an especially 
good job advertising, or, 
perhaps the Hopkins comz-, 
munity was just looking 
for an opportunity to laugh 
at something academic. 
Whatever the reason 
may be, hats off to you, 
Barnstormers and to YOU 
Mr. Shakespeare. or det 


Spectacle explores the 
identities women can have 


By INGRID NELSON 


For the News-Letter 


Susan Steinberg’s collec- 
tion of short stories, Spec- 
tacle, addresses the hopeful 
anticipation and inevitable 
disappointing reality in 
life. 

The lyrical stories of 
Spectacle are about women 
and how they relate to 
their families, their lovers 


ceives her. 

Spectacle suggests that 
there is not just one con- 
stant self, but actually a 
great deal more. 

There are many specta- 
cles in Spectacle: The spec- 
tacle of being a woman, the 
spectacle that each perfor- 
mance of a new identity 
creates, the spectacles of 
men that the. narrators 
agonize over and the spec- 


and to them- tacle. ‘of 
selyes. the. . book 

The stories Spectacle suggests itself, the 
are linked : spectacle 
to each oth- that there is mot that Stein+ 
er with ue just one constant _ berg as 
repeate ates ir 
images of Self, but actually a her. read- 
Sidhe a whole lot more. a Reg 
nightclub, a stories are 
plane crash, beautiful 


a father, a mother and a 
brother. 

Each story is narrated 
by a different woman, but 
the voices of the narration 
run together, so that upon 
looking back at the book, 
it feels like a collective his- 
tory of womanhood. 

Womanhood has many 
definitions in Spectacle, 
and identity is composed 
of the many performances 
that a single person acts 
out. 

One woman is a differ- 
ent person to herself, to her 
father, to her brother, to her 
boyfriend and even to the 
person reading her story. 
The woman has a different 
identity for each separate 
way that each person per- 


and absorbing, and some- 
times they are funny. 

Steinberg’s experimen- 
tal style is prominent, 
a style that constantly 
changes throughout her 
book. 

The words stack on top 
of each other, not really in 
paragraphs, but in pointed 
statements, like lines from 
a joke. , 

The  unrealities that. 
Steinberg creates — the 
person and the better per-_ 
son that she was supposed 
to be, what the lover would’ 
have done had -he, been 
there, the collection. -o 
many identities and man‘ 
lives for a single womait 
— are painfully familiar,’ 
tragic and true. ian 


+ 


pressive range and 
However 
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ARTIST 


Josh Groban 


ALBUM 


All That Echoes 


LABEL 


Reprise 
RELEASED 


Feb. 5, 2013 


Josh Groban has always 
walked that fine line be- 
tween pop and classical 
music, but his newest al- 
bum, All That Echoes, defi- 
nitely tends more towards 
pop than classical. 


NEW 
VIBRATIONS 


are bad by any means. It’s 
partly a matter of prefer- 
ence as to whether a par- 
ticular listener prefers pop 
music with a strong, recog- 
nizable beat or quieter mu- 
sic one could relax to. 

Many of the songs in 
this album focused on 
love, whether falling in 
love, as in “I Believe (When 
I Fall in Love It Will Be For- 
ever,” or being spurned in 
love, as in “The Moon is a 
Harsh Mistress.” 

Groban has focused on 
love in many of his previ- 
ous albums as well, but 
this albums seems to have 
a greater percentage of his 
songs focused on love than 
any of his older albums. 

Something new that he 


Heiss has done 
voice in All That 
resonates Echoes is 
power- feature 
fully from other _art- 
the very ists in a 
first song, couple of 
“Brave,” duets. The 
where he harmoni- 
tells his zation is 
listeners spot-on, 
that “You and as 
can't hide MUSIC-BAZAAR.COM long as 
forever most of the 


from the thunder / Look 
into the storm and feel the 
rain.” 

The movement from this 
song careens him naturally 
into his next few songs, in 
which his theatrical train- 
ing from his younger years 
serves him well; one can 
hear the emotion and feel 
that Groban really under- 
stands what the lyrics are 
saying in each song, even 
though the lyrics in each 
song are quite different 
from the next. 

In between pop songs, 
Groban takes a break with 
some international pieces, 
like the Irish folk song 
“She Moved Through the 
Fair” and the Italian “E Ti 
Promettero.” 

The first half of his al- 
bum is stronger than the 
second half, although that 
might be due to his putting 
all the stronger pop songs 
in the first part and hav- 
ing the second half of the 
album be more laid-back 
songs without as much 
power in them. 

That’s not to say that the 
songs in the second half 


. 


Rams Head Live! was 
bursting with energy Mon- 
day night, and not just be- 
cause the Ravens won the 
Super Bowl. 

Grace Potter & the Noc- 
turnals _ simultaneously 
created and fed off of that 
energy, dancing all over 
the stage and creating a 
frenzy every time Potter 


LO PE A Oca rer te he 


songs on his album are so- 
los, there is no reason why 
he should stop doing this in 
the future. 

Overall, fans of Josh 
Groban should have very 
few complaints about his 
newest album. His voice 
is as resonant and beauti- 
ful as it has always been, 
and his songs are a good 
mix of everything that he 
is known for. 

In fact, the strongest cri- 
tique of his album is prob- 
ably that it is too short. 
Excluding his 2006 album, 
With You, this is his short- 
est album to date, and au- 
diences are left wanting 
to hear more when this 
album finishes after only 
about fifty minutes. 

Anyone who enjoyed 
any of his previous work 
should definitely give this 
album a listen. In fact, if 
they took a risk and pur- 
chased it before trying it, 
it is very unlikely that they 
would be disappointed. As 
usual, Groban delivers per- 
fection in every verse. 


- Florence Lau 


whole was at its best when 
all four members harmo- 
nized together. It’s obvi- 
ous that they are all very 
close, especially when they 
danced together on stage. 
They were having fun, 
not just because they were 
performing in front of a 
large crowd, but because 
they were on stage togeth- 


Joa eee aoa, 
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Serial killers are often a staple in television 


n TV it seems 

like 

third 
is a 
killer. 
Dexter, Showtime’s se- 
rial killer who kills other 
serial killers, is never 
at a loss for victims. He 
doesn’t need to look far 
into Miami's underbelly 
to find depraved murder- 


every 
person 
serial 


ers. 
Dexter, almost 
every other mystery or po- 
lice procedural show likes 
to try its hand at unravel- 
ing the mechanizations of 
a twisted serial-killing ge- 
nius. 

FOX’s Bones has had at 
least five such villains in 
its eight year run. CBS's 
The Mentalist has had about 
half a dozen. Even USA‘s 
more light-hearted Psych 
has delved into morbid 
psychology with the killers 
Yang and Yin. 

Now seems to be the 
time of the serial killer. He 
(and every now and then, 
she) has ascended to a pre- 
mier position in entertain- 
ment. 

So perhaps it’s the per- 
fect moment for FOX’s The 
Following to arrive. This 
new series stars the ever 


Besides 


ries has its problems. 

For example, it treats 
Edgar Allan Poe's “The Ra- 
ven” like some kind of bi- 
zarre cultist poem. 

Forget the fact that ev- 
ery high school student 
should be familiar with 


famous : Peore--s 
Kevin i Wad tik 
Bacon as Kwiatkoski (Avls‘o’, 
down-on- poem 
his-luck The Culture can’t ex- 
investiga- actly be 


tor, Ryan Hardy. Hardy is 
called back to the FBI to 
address the resurgence of 
Joe Carroll, a notorious se- 
rial killer he once helped 
capture. 

But perhaps the most 
interesting part of the 
new show is its focus on 
the eerie (if somewhat 
improbable) idea of us- 
ing the Internet to mobi- 
lize scores of Americans 
with latent serial-killing 
tendencies into one formi- 
dable force. 

Overall, it’s an exciting 
show. The two main leads, 
Kevin Bacon and James 
Purefoy, are very compel- 
ling. 

The pilot episode is es- 
pecially good, with its dark 
and fast-paced storytelling. 
It’s hard to pinpoint exact- 
ly why, but the show has an 
enthralling feel to it. 

In some ways, it’s remi- 
niscent of Dexter’s tran- 
scendent first few seasons. 

Critics have been divid- 
ed in their response, but 
The Following has had some 
impressive ratings. 

Of course, the new se- 


scendoing into the cho- 
rus. The lyrics of this song 
perfectly represented her 
music, which is “one part 
sugar / two parts feeling.” 

While Grace Potter & 
the Nocturnals have many 
good songs, the quality of 
their music is amplified 
when they are on stage. 
Potter can do so much with 


“im mind,” showed off the dif- “Apologies,” dedicating it 
fals tto. ferent facets of her voice, ‘to the 49ers because every 
‘the, pends a a gee off lose and cre-_ winner Sai have at least 


POO Se i NO een mer a oe 


out of the mainstream if 
Baltimore’s football team is 
named after it.) 

And the second episode 
falters with the inclusion 
of some unbelievable de- 
tails. 

(One guard outside 
Carroll's ex-wife’s room? 
Really? Even after Sarah 
Fuller’s police-surround- 
ed house was compro- 
mised?) 

Other than that, The Fol- 
lowing has promise. 

The social media aspect 
(Carroll’s way of commu- 
nicating with and instruct- 
ing his followers) is bizarre 
but fascinating. Even if it’s 
not completely realistic, it’s 
an interesting mechanism 
for exploring modern ob- 
sessions and online com- 
munication. 

The Following is a rather 
gruesome show, but in a 
television climate ripe with 
serial killers, it doesn’t 
seem out of place. 

And really, can. we 
blame the TV-watching 
public for its fascination 
with murder mystery? 

There’s something un- 


a little bit of remorse. 
She went on to sing a few 
hits from her new album 


-such as “Timekeeper” and 


“Keepsake,” and then when 
it became time for quieter 
songs such as “Low Road,” 
she had the audience sing 
along with her to make sure 
that they were still enjoying 
themselves. 


audience started talking, 


which took away from the 


atmosphere she was trying 


deniably riveting about 
horribly bent human na- 
ture: We can’t look away 
when some disturbed in- 
dividual feeds his compul- 
sions with carnage. 

But it’s even better to 
watch our prime-time he- 
roes take down a serial 
killer and restore balance 
to the world. 

It's a popular trope to 
see a murderous master- 
mind taunt the cops and 
dare them to challenge his 
gory fantasies. 

This allows for the 
equally talented detective/ 
scientist/amateur _ police- 
consultant to show off 
his or her skills by finally 
outsmarting the villain. 
Of course, the killer never 
goes down without a fight, 
and there is always a price 
to pay. 

Sometimes the villain 
brings out an unknown 
darkness in the protago- 
nist, and we stop to reeval- 
uate our notions of right 
and wrong. 

The serial killer story is 
a common one, but that’s 
probably because it’s so 
good. 

One of its best attributes 
is that it provides opportu- 
nities for exploring human 
psychology. 

Most specifically, these 
shows allow viewers to 
see from a distance how 
humanity can go wrong. 
Serial killers are often an 
extreme example of a regu- 
lar person, in the sense that 
their actions (while obvi- 
ously inexcusable) make 


to create. “Stars,” a song 
about death, was beautiful, 
but the lights, which were 
meant to look like stars, 
may not have been neces- 
sary. The song is strong 
enough to stand on its own 
without creative staging. 
The second half was 
also an opportunity for her 
to showcase the members 


mentioned er. her voice, but it sounds After she sang “Here's of the band. 
the Super y even edd ans she’s to the suede she im- The guitarists had great 
Bowl win. ° t h e dancing all over the stage plored the crowd to be bonding moments through- 
The con- Last Week Live end of and connecting with the louder, asking them, “AmI_ out tue Shia but the a 
cert, howev- their audience. wrong, or did you win the parts were when they too 
er, started off Gr ace P otter & the set, the Her songs are driven Pking Super Bowl?” oe the stage oe 
on a calmer songs with her of son 
ons Nocturnals Cy ae eee 
Hound- start- for being Potter in- 
mouth, a folk ed to where she _ troduced 
rock quartet from Indiana, sound the same and the is in that each one of 
opened the night with their audience got a bit restless exact mo- them. 
twangy Southernsound. _ waiting for Grace Potter ment. The pace 
Each one of the members & the Nocturnals to come A few of the con- 
was able to play multiple on stage. And when they songs into cert picked 
instruments and solo on finally did, it was electrify- her set, she up when 
their own. hone ing, brought up » she went 
They all took turns solo- Potter started off with how much Gite Lath 
ing, but the best song was her cover of “Seven Nation she loved — parts of 
“Houston Train,” when Ka- Army,” which convenient- the fact that | “Nothing 
tie Toupin, the group’s sole ly was pretty much the fireworks But the Wa- 
female, started off the song theme song of this Super were going - ter” with 
on her own. She has a voice Bowl. The audience sang off in Bal- some mu- 
that showcases both her the “oh oh oh oh oh oh” timore at sical inter- 
enthusiasm for perform- along with her, relishingin 5:30 in the ludes and 
ing and her emotional con- their football win. morning. | -evena little 
nection to the lyrics she’s Potter was exuberant, “I love Bal- = bit of Des- 
singing. She is able to belt jumping u and down on timore, you RACHEL WITKIN) PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF _ tiny Child’s 
Peel well, and her voice the stage. This energy car- guys are Grace Potter performed to cheering crowds on Monday night at Rams Head. ” Bo o - 
strong, perhaps strong. ried into her next song, my kind - tylicious” 
papel for her to have ri “Hot St Night,” from of people, ee "she shouted. _The second hale of her (which was extremely time- 
er someday. her newest album The Lion She continued on with her set was less entertaining appropriate.) She even led_ 
_ The Beast The Beat. ' football theme before sing- at some points. When she the crowd in more of “Sev- 
Her next song, “Master~ ing her heartbreaking song, got quieter, many in the en Army Nation.” . 


Just as the crowd waa 
amped up and ready for 
her to keep singing forever, 4 


COURTESY OF FANPOP.COM 
The Following tells the story of serial killer Joe Carroll, his followers and the FBI agent who is trying to stop them 


some level of sense. 

Dexter’s brutality, 
example, may be interpret- 
ed as an extension of natu- 
ral human longing and 
frustration. 

In general, mu rder-mys- 
tery plots hinge on iden- 
tification with the “good” 
and condemnation of the 


for 


“bad.” 
But the best shows com- 
plicate this dichotomy 


with a flawed hero and 
a villain whose sympa- 
thetically tragic backstory 
gives insight into his ill- 
ness. 

Take Dexter, for in- 
stance. Trauma _ twisted 
his development early on. 
As an innocent child, he 
witnessed his mother’s 
gruesome murder. He is a 
killer, sure, but one haunt- 
ed by a past that will never 
give him peace. 

The show opens an 
interesting debate on na- 
ture versus nurture when 


we are forced to examine © “% 


what turned these charac- 
ters into monsters. 

It’s worth examining 
why we like these morbid 
shows so much. But their 
appeal for most people 
doesn’t seem to hinge on 
schadenfreude or gore trev- 
elry. 

Instead, high stakes, in- 
terest in the human mind 
and rooting for the good 
guys keeps us invested. 

In that case, there 
doesn’t seem to be any- 
thing wrong with indulg- 
ing in a little serial kill- 
ing. 


she announced that she 
was about to sing her last 
song, “Medicine.” This was 
a perfect choice, as the lyr- 
ics of this song represented 
what she had just done to 
the audience. 

Every band member 
ended the song playing the 
drums, until the final sen- 
tence, where Potter finished 
with “I've got the medicine 


that everybody wants.” 


It would have been the 
perfect ending, except that 
Potter hadn’t sung her hit, 
“Paris (Ooh La La)” yet. 
She was obviously going 
to come back for an encore, 
but the crowd alternated 
between shouting “Paris” 
and singing the same foot- 
ball battle cry over and 
over again. 

She jumped back on 
stage and sang the title 
track of her new album, a 
Neil Young cover and fi- 
nally “Paris,” which made 
the crowd extremely happy. 

When she_ eventually 
had to leave the stage, the 
audience tried to bring her 
back with more of “Seven 
Nation Army.” Unfortu- 
nately, she didn’t do a sec- 
ond encore. But the audi- 
ence was left feeling that 
the magic of her perfor 
mance was not over. = 

Everyone is going to 


continue hrglede Hide eo 
and i stig Js pro we 


a 
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first pre- 
miered 
last year, 
it showed a lot of promise 
The idea was that it would 
provide a glimpse of all the 
behind-the-scenes drama 
going on in the process of 
creating and taking a new 
show to Broadw ay. 
Unfortunately, Smash 
went downhill as the sea- 
son progressed. And this 
sad news is coming from 
the person who watched 
the pilot three times. With- 
in one and a half weeks. 
The drama and situa- 
tions became more and 
more unbelievable as the 
season went on. And while 
thisisa TV show and there- 
fore it doesn’t need to have 
complete accuracy, any- 
one who has ever actually 
done theatre is wondering 
what the director and cre- 
ative team of Bombshell (the 
musical they want to take 
to Broad- — 
way) were 
smoking. 


Lau 
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Will Smash be a hit this season? 
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This season, Smash will feature a host of new characters and drama. 


was a foregone conclusion, 
and you have the recipe for 
a plot that exactly no one 
cares to follow. 

[he support- 
ing cast was no 


et less ridiculous. 
n fact, Tom = (Christian 
after a Flo Show Borle) and Julia 
while, (Debra Messing), 


the only character people 
actually cared about any- 
more was the show’s sup- 
posed “villain,” Ivy Lynn 
(Megan Hilty). Hilty man- 
aged to take a character 
who became more and 
more two-dimensional 
as the show went on and 
actually make her sympa- 
thetic and likable, getting 
the audience to cheer for 
her triumphs and feel bad 
for her failures. 

The fact that Karen 
Cartwright (Katharine 
McPhee), the “underdog” 
and the character we're 
supposed to cheer for, can 
apparently do nothing 
wrong doesn’t really en- 
dear her to us. Add that to 
the fact that her getting the 
role of Marilyn at the end 
of the season (spoilers!) 


the showwriters of Bomb- 
shell, apparently decided to 
wait until opening night to 
finish writing the book to 
the musical. 

In addition, Julia was 
having an ongoing af- 
fair with an actor in the 
show, an affair which I 
definitely felt icky about, 
because other than the is- 
sue of it being an affair, 
he pressured her until she 
gave in despite him know- 
ing she was married. And 
it seemed like neither of 
them knew that having an 
affair meant that they had 
to keep it a secret. Because 
clearly, it makes all sorts of 
sense to make out in front 
of her apartment where 
someone like, say, her son, 
could see them, right? 

Let’s not even mention 


Join Thomas Meinecke, author of PALE BLUE 
and TOMBOY, for a lecture and booksigning event 
at Gilman Hall 479 on Thursday, February [4th 


Ellis (Jaime Cepero), who 
thankfully cut 
of show for season 


out 
two. 
He actually poisoned the 
original actress scheduled 
to play Marilyn and then 
bragged about it. And in- 
stead of, you know, be- 
ing sent to prison, he was 
merely fired (and let me tell 
you, no one was sad to see 
him go, including the char- 
acters). All he needed was a 
mustache to twirl and a cat 
to pet. 

Despite all these issues, 
Smash got enough of a fol- 
lowing to be given a sec- 
ond season, which began 
on Tuesday, Feburary 5. 

The original showrun- 
ner and head writer has 
now been replaced, and the 
first episode of season two 
shows much more prom- 
ise. Ivy is no longer a two- 
dimensional villan, all the 
affairs are finished, and 
even Karen isn’t as annoy- 
ing this time around. 

But it has a ways to go 
and lots to fix before Smash 
can become a smash hit. 

Smash airs on Tuesdays 


at 10 pm on NBC. 


was 


WHAT COLOR © 
IS MARIAH CAREY? 


A Discussion on Race in America 


Gilman Hall 479, Johns Hopkins University 
3400 North Charles Street 


Thu. Feb 14 2013 


5:00pm - 7:00pm 


Entrance to this event is FREE 


British indie pop sen- 
sation The xx 
Rams Head Live’s audi- 
ence with strong electro 
beats and elaborate lights 
this past Monday night, 
Jan. 28. 

The show, originally 
scheduled for Oct. 30 but 
postponed due to Hurri- 
cane Sandy, was undoubt- 
edly worth the months of 
wait. 


wowed 


occasional college under- 
grad. 

This is inevitably more 
telling of Baltimore’s de- 
mographie than The xx’s 
general fan base, although 
the 50-something red-lip- 
sticked cougar guiding her 
20-something boyfriend 
through the crowd was 
quite the wildcard. 

Nonetheless, the crowd 
was generally civil and 


The xx gained critical pleasant when  endur- 
acclaim af- ing the 
ter the 2009 band’s 
release of e late ar- 
their self- Last Week Live rival. 
titled de- Dah 
but album, The XX xx came 
placing on with 
first on The “Angels,” 


Guardian's Best Albums of 
the Year. 

The band’s distinct ee- 
rily simple sound soon be- 
came a hit overseas as well. 
The album placed ninth on 
Rolling Stone's Best Albums 
of 2009, 

Despite the haunting 
complexity of The xx’s mu- 
sic, the band only consists 
of three members: bassist/ 
vocalist Oliver Sim, guitar- 
ist/vocalist Romy Madley 
Croft and drummer/D] Ja- 
mie Smith. 

Coexist, the band’s sec- 
ond album was released 
in September 2012, and it 
aimed to integrate a more 
“club music feel” alongside 
The xx’s traditional whis- 


pery melodies. 


The xx surely knows 
how to leave the audience 
hanging. The band came 
on thirty minutes late, al- 
lowing crowd members to 
acclimate to the smell of 
vomit and the weed ema- 
nating through the Rams 
Head air before they ar- 
rived on stage. 

Despite the familiar 
concert hall aromas, the 
crowd was not what one 
would expect; the venue 
was flooded with 30-some- 
thing-year-old Baltimore 
City College students and 
speckled with 50-year-old 
men and, of course, the 


the lead single from their 
second album Coexist. 

Unlike other artists who 
are more eager to perform 
recent work, the band sat- 
isfied audiences with an 
even mix of hits from both 
albums, playing older fa- 
vorites such as “Crystal- 
ised,” “Islands,” “Shelter” 
and “VCR.” 

Lead singers Sim and 
Croft were awkward at 
times, performing forced 
synchronized dance 
moves and singing within 
inches of each other quite 
romantically despite both 
members’ open homosex- 
uality. 

However, this odd stage 
presence is something the 
band is aware of. In an in- 
terview with Spin maga- 
zine in August, Croft noted 
that “Selling ourselves is 
not something we're good 
at.” 

Despite these faults, The 
xx succeeded in creating 
an intimate atmosphere 
that was completely their 
own. 

The lights centered on 
a common theme of black 
and white, in keeping with 
their first album cover, and 
it allowed the absence of 
light to have just as much 
of an impact as the bright 
white flashed. 

A large sheet behind the 


band served as a projector 
screen, displaying a range 
of black and white patterns 
and images. Smith’s drum 
pads rested on twin trans- 
parent tables emblazed 
with large X’s. 

The set’s emphasis on 
minimalism and negative 
space echoed that of the 
music, and created an at- 
mosphere similar to that of 
the small garage where the 
band recorded their first 
album. 

The xx surprised audi- 
ences by seamlessly tran- 
sitioning from their tradi- 
tional slow sound into fast 
and heavy trance electro 
beats. 

Smith was primarily re- 
sponsible for this, shifting 
from steel drums to DJing. 
While the results could 
have been jarring, the band 
pulled it off seamlessly, 
creating a club environ- 
ment, to the audience’s de- 
light. 

The most memorable 
moment of the set was 
when Sims forgot a verse 
of “Islands.” 

He proceeded to genu- 
inely apologize to the 
crowd, claiming that al- 
though he had been per- 
forming the song since age 
17, he had only now forgot- 
ten the lyrics. 

After closing with “In- 
tro,” the band played a 
generous encore of “Tides” 
and “Stars.” 

This was set against 
a projected backdrop 
of their iconic X, which 
shifted from white to the 
rainbow oil spill pattern 
recognizable as Coexist's 
cover art. 

Overall, The xx gave an 
alluring, intimate perfor- 
mance, establishing them- 
selves as a band not to be 
missed. 

Be sure to check their 
site (thexx.info/live) for 
upcoming concert dates or 
catch them at Coachella on 
April 13. 


- Madeline Wheeler 
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CARTOONS, ETc. 


By A. Kwan 
True Ravens Fan 


Pe, 


HEY, CAN YOU 
ORDER THE FOOD? 


ALRIGHT... 
EAT24.COM... 


DID YOU GET 
THE FOOD? 


Happy Thanksgiving of Sports 


The Super Bowl is a nationwide celebration of the th ngs we do best eat drink. and smash th ngq 
Its kind of @ big deal So if you're hosting a party this Sunday and feeling a litte performance 
anwety, don't worry. No matter which team you're rooting for (Go Niners, sony Balbmecre we still 
love you), we got your back. First, let's renew the rulebook 


I FOUND 
OUT 'EAT24! 
SUPPORTS 
THE 49ERS... 


I DELETED 
MY ACCOUNT. 


» A dip shall have no fewer than 5 layers, and no more than 7. Extra refried beans is not an 
acceptable substitute for lack of layers. however one layer of bacon may be counted as two 
» If @ party guest stars Crying Over a missed field goal, they must be kept at east 5 yards fro 
the snack table and 10 yards from the decoratwe two-headed Harbaugh ice swan 


HALFTIME: Look at the cute Puppy OMG look at t PUPPIESIIt 


Go Ravens! By Alice Hung 


Deep Space By Takoyaki 
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Chinese Hackers infiltrate The NYTimes 


By CATIE PAUL 


For The Ne vws-Letter 
For the past four 
months, The New York 


Times has been attacked 
by hackers whose activi- 
ties have been traced back 
to China. These attacks 
coincide with an exposé 
The Times ran about the 
vast wealth acquired by 
the family of Wen Jiabao, 
the Chinese prime minis- 
ter, despite his claims that 
his family was very poor. 
Experts, who were hired 
by The Times to track and 
expel the intruders, de- 
termined that the hack- 
ers used techniques that 
have been associated with 
the Chinese military, and 
that these hackers broke 


tional Defense claimed 
that Chinese laws prohibit 
hacking and that no accu- 
sations on China could be 
valid without more evi- 
dence. However, U.S. se- 
curity experts argued that 
there have been a growing 
number of attacks made 
by Chinese hackers, in- 
cluding one last year on 
Bloomberg News after it 
published an article about 
China’s then prime min- 
ister, Xi Jinping. Experts 
state that there appears 
to be a spying campaign 
going on in China that 
targets American corpora- 
tions, government agen- 
cies, media organizations 
and activist groups. The 
goal of the campaign is 


order to discourage them 
from publishing stories 
that might be harmful to 
China’s image. However, 
China is not the only coun- 
try to use computer hack- 
ing as a weapon. Israel, 
Russia, Iran and the United 
States are few of the many 
countries that are believed 
to be developing means of 
cyberwarfare. Evidence 
suggests that in 2008, the 
U.S. and Israel were behind 
the release of a computer 
worm that damaged Iran’s 
main nuclear enrichment 
plant. Iran then allegedly 
responded with computer 
attacks against the US. 
There is also evidence that 
indicate Russia’s usage of 
computer attacks during 


the brunt of the attacks. 
Unfortunately, there is no 


one size fits all security | 
The best that or- 


solution. 
ganizations can do is to 


practice defense in depth | 
of | 


with multiple layers 
protection,” Avi Rubin, a 


professor of computer sci- | 
ence at Hopkins and tech- | | 


nical director of the Infor- 
mation Security Institute, 


B7 


wrote in an email to The ~ 


News-Letter. 


Although it isn’t clear | us 


how the hackers first 
breached The Times’ secu- 
rity, investigators suspect 
that they used a spear- 
phishing attack, during 
which the hackers send 
emails with malicious 
links to employees. Once 


COURTESY OF WWWMONASHINSTITUTE.ORG 
Participants who watched 14 or more hours of TV had the least sperm. 


Watching TV linked 


both to steal trade secrets its war against Georgia in someone clicks on the link, | y 
into the email accounts of and to control China’s 2008. hackers can install “remote | lo reduction 0 S erm 
Shanghai bureau chief Da- _ public image. “T believe that cyber- access tools,” which can | 
vid Barboza and the South Since 2008, Chinese warfare hasalready begun provide the attackers with | 


Asia bureau chief, 
Yardley. 

The security company 
hired by the newspaper, 
Mandiant, found that the 
attackers tried to conceal 
their location by  rout- 
ing their attacks through 
American universities, a 


Jim hackers have been target- 


ing Western journalists in 


and that governments and 
corporations are feeling 


many 
See HACKERS, pace B9 By BARBARA HOLT 


For The News-Letter 


tary behavior of men who 
watched TV for more than 
14 hours a week seemed to 
modify the effects of mod- 
erate-to-vigorous physical 
activity on sperm concen- 
tration. Participants who 
watched 14 or more hours 
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Among the myriad of 
physical insecurities that 
already plague the male 
mind — flabby abs, reced- 
ing hairlines, penile inse- 
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China. Furthermore, the School of : “1: controlling 
university computers that | Public Health male infertility. for ie 
the hackers used are the brought to BMI, _ diet 
same ones that the Chi- | the forefront and smok- 
nese military have used to | a continuing debate on _ ing habits. 
attack American military | whether or not the quality However, before any 


contractors in the past. 
A spokesperson for 
China’s Military of Na- 
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The New York Times was attacked by Chinese hackers after publishing an article on the Chinese Prime Minister. 


Evolution of proper protein iolding explained 


By IAN YU 
Managing Editor 


At the core of any life- 
sustaining process is a 
protein that must first fold 
itself from a chain of ami- 
no acids, its fundamental 
building blocks, in order to 
function properly. Some- 
times this folding can go 
wrong, especially if the 
protein takes too long or 
lacks a some assistance. 

Based on computational 
studies by researchers at 


the University of Illinois - 


at Urbana-Champaign and 
the Heidelberg Institute for 
Theoretical Studies in Hei- 
delberg, Germany, nature 
has found ways to increase 
the folding speeds of pro- 
teins throughout much of 
their evolutionary history. 
Publishing their results in 
PLoS Computational Biol- 
ogy, the researchers stud- 
ied the folding of proteins 
from hundreds of differ- 
ent genomes, observing 
an increase in the folding 
speeds of proteins until 
a sort of biological “Big 
Bang” made slower folding 
proteins safer to fold. 

Their analysis required 
extensive computing power, 


van 


analyzing 92,000 proteins 
from 929 different genomes. 
However, simulating a pro- 
tein’s folding from its amino 
acid sequence alone is still 
far from practical for a study 
this extensive. According to 
Gustavo Caetano-Anollés, 
professor of bioinformat- 
ics in the Department of 
Crop Sciences at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois at Urbana 
Champaign, they relied on 
proteins whose structures 
have either been solved be- 
fore and are available on the 
protein data bank or can be 


inferred by computational — 


methods. 

“In the latter case this 
allows us to study the pro- 
teomes of thousands of 
organisms, provided their 
proteome complement is 
available,” Caetano-Anol- 
lés wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

Because proteins fold at 
the same points along their 
amino acid chain, the spac- 
ing of these points reflects 
how long it takes the protein 
to fold. Therefore the fold- 
ing speed is not dependent 
on the length of the entire 
protein. When these points 
are spaced further apart, the 
protein needs more time to 


fold than for proteins with 
closer points. This gives way 
to a so-called Size Modified 
Contact Order, which the 
researchers used to analyze 
the folding speeds of the 
proteins against an evolu- 
tionary timeline. 

The results of their 
analysis showed that, up 
until 1.5 billion years ago, 
proteins evolved to fold 
more quickly, which of- 
ten meant they shortened 
in length. At that point, 
proteins began adopting 
more complex folds in mul- 
tiple domains without an 
increased risk of folding 
the wrong way. This was 
accomplished with inter- 
actions between parts of 
larger proteins, referred to 
as domains, while other 
proteins called chaperones 


‘would help make sure a 


protein folds properly. 

From his lab’s previous 
work that was published in 
2009, Caetano-Anollés was 
able to trace the rise of key 
features of proteins that 
constituted the biological 
big bang, which coincided 
with the rise of the more 
complex Eukaryotes and 
possibly multicellular or- 
ganisms. 


" 
Cw 


—_ 
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‘COURTESY OF MICHAEL YAMAKAWA 


d to fold properly without relying on a fast folding rate and a shortened structure. 


“We also know that pro- 
teins that appear before the 
big bang are mostly involve 
in core metabolic processes, 
translation, replication and 
other house-keeping tasks,” 
he wrote. “We know that 
the functions of domains 
that appear after the big 
bang are quite modern and 
involve for example scaf- 
folding proteins needed for 
multicellular structure and 
many signaling systems 
that are specific to eukary- 
otes.” 


In humans, a pystolded? 


protein can lead to the 
See FOLDING, pace B8 


of men’s sperm has been 
declining in recent decades 
and, if so, for what reasons. 
The year-long study (2009- 
2010) found a negative as- 
sociation between watch- 
ing TV and sperm count 
and concentration, while 
the opposite effect was ob- 
served with exercise. 
Conducted at the Uni- 
versity of Rochester in 
Rochester, New York, 
samples collected from 222 
men between the ages of 18 
and 22 were routinely ana- 
lyzed and compared with 
self-reported exercise and 
TV-watching data. While 
there was no significant 
effect on sperm shape or 
movement speed, men 
who watched more than 
14 hours of TV per week 
produced ejaculates of 44% 
lower sperm concentration 
than men who watched 4 
hours of TV a week or less. 
Furthermore, the seden- 


young men rush to the 
couch and attempt to use 
the TV as a:contraceptive, 
they should first be made 
aware of the implications 
of this modest change in 
sperm count. Conven- 
tionally, semen analysis is 
conducted for the primary 
purposes of understand- 
ing and improving fertility 
and artificial insemination. 
The significance of sperm 
count and sperm concen- 
tration is found in its di- 
rect link to male infertil- 
ity. However, according to 
Richard Cone, spermatolo- 
gist and Hopkins research- 
er of contraceptive design, 
the decrease in sperm 
count is small compared 
to what it takes to reduce 
fertility. 

“(While it] might take a 
little longer to conceive, [it 
represents a largely] non- 
significant trend, not 

See SPERM, pace B9 


Infection beats skin defense mechanism 


By MICHAEL 

YAMAKAWA 

Science & Technology Editor 
While hospitals are 


commonly thought of as 
the location for treatment, 
some patients can become 
plagued by infections that 
are transmitted from hos- 
pital equipment or staff 
while they’re there. One 
common bacterial infec- 
tious agent is MRSA, or 
methicillin-resistant Staph- 
ylococcus aureus, a species 
that has evolved a strong 
resistance against many of 
the drugs that are admin- 


_istered for infections. One 


strain of MRSA, known 
as USA300, was found to 
have a chunk of genes that 
are not shared with other 
strains of its species and 
are suspected to have con- 
tributed to its super-resis- 


| tance against toxins. 


Interestingly, USA300 
now constitutes almost 98 
percent of skin and soft 
tissue infections in hospi- 
tals, significantly surpass- 
ing the infectious rates of 


other bacterial 
strains. The 
sudden surge 
of USA300 in 
North Amer- 
ica has puz-. 
zled scientists, 
as an increase 
in virulence 
could not ful- 
ly elucidate 
the reason be- 
hind its vast 
replacement 
of other bac- 
terial species. 
Instead, _ sci- 
entists looked 
into the rea- 


transmitted from commu- 
nity to community at an 
astonishingly efficient rate. 

The answer was found 


ons the palm of_ their 
hands. Researchers from, , 


University of North Caro- 
lina School of Medicine 
discovered that the chunk 
of unique genes in USA300 
conferred a certain robust- 
ness to the strain that al- 


COURTESY OF WWWUCLA.EDU 
sons behind The USA300 strain is transmitted very effectively. 
how thisieay 
species was 


lowed it to survive on skin 
for a longer period than 
normal. 

Typically, our skin pos- 
sesses certain physical and 
immunological traits that 
allow us to fight infectious 
diseases before they enter 
our bodies. " 

First and foremost, the 
epidermis of our skin 

See INFECTION, pace B8 
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FOLDING, From B7 
aggregation that is the ba- 
sis of some neurodegenera- 
tive diseases like Alzheim- 
er’s and Creutzfeld-Jakob. 
Usually cells can recognize 
when a protein’s folding 
goes awry and promptly 
degrade them, but there 
are cases when itis difficult 
for the cell to find these 
misfolded proteins in time. 
Caetano-Anollés explained 
that by understanding 
the way proteins fold, re- 
searchers can eventually 
learn how to mitigate any 
mistolding. 

Proteins also began to 
increase the amount of beta 
structures they adopted, a 
type of folding that typi- 
cally lost in the speed game 
of folding to another popu- 
lar structure, alpha helices. 
Beta structures, according 
to Caetano-Anollés, have 
greater distances between 
amino acids that are linked 
by hydrogen bonds, one of 
the factors holding proteins 
together, than do the amino 
acids in alpha helices. 

Caetano-Anollés expects 
to address other topics with 
his colleagues using compu- 
tational methods, including 
the bridge between evolu- 
tionary biology and molecu- 
lar dynamics. “However, we 
are also interested in early 
evolution of life, the diver- 
sification of organisms, the 
forces behind structure and 
function, and of course the 
origin and processes behind 
the genetic code,” he wrote. 


By ALICE HUNG 
Stall W riter 
Evolution may have 
finally caught up to one 
of the magnificent 
and long-living creatures 


most 


still existent in our world: 
turtles. These reptiles first 
made their appearance, as 
far as scientists agree to- 
approximately 220 
million How- 


day, 
years ago. 


ever, recently increasing 
numbers of 
the 
qualifying for the “Criti- 
cally and 


“Endangered” 


species in 


Testudines order are 


Endangered” 
conserva- 
tion statuses. 

In 1996, the hawksbill 
sea turtle — know for its 
beautiful shell — made it to 
the critically endangered 
list. The waning of its pop- 
ulation was primarily due 
to the international trade 
of turtle shells as a form 
of decoration, making the 
hawksbill a desirable spe- 
cies to hunt. 

Throughout 
their gorgeous 
brown carapaces_ have 
been popularly used to 
make jewelry and other 
luxurious items.  For- 
tunately, for the turtles 
and all turtle-lovers, this 
inhuman 


history, 
golden 


and meaning- 
less practice was banned 
the same year hawksbills 
were labeled as critically 
endangered. 

To understand more 
about these creatures and 
help them re-populate the 
seas again, scientists have 
been studying their mating 
patterns. David Richard- 
son from the New Univer- 
sity of Easy Anglia and his 
colleagues focused their 
efforts on Cousine Island 
of the Seychelles, the safe 
haven of most surviving 
hawksbills today. Using 
DNA collected from the 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


NA explains hawksbill’s survival 


nesting mother and her off- 
spring, Richardson sought 
to learn about these turtles’ 
breeding habits. 

The Seychelles hawks- 
bill turtles typically breed 
between September and 
February. From the DNA 
samples collected, it was 
found that the mating oc- 
curs at the beginning of 
the Afterwards, 
females would store the 
deposited sperm for next 
few months, 


season. 


gradually 
dipping from the reser- 
voir to support multiple 
nests. 

When ready to lay, the 
female turtle lugs her body 
ashore to the drier areas of 
beaches during the night. 
She normally spends a few 
hours digging a hole that 
is large enough to support 
around 140 eggs. After 
safely burying the eggs, the 
mother quietly swims back 
into the ocean, never to re- 


turn to her babies again. , 


The babies hatch after two 
months. In the midst of the 
night, they make their way 
towards the ocean, where 
they live the rest of their 
lives. 

A surprising discov- 
ery from this study of the 
DNA, according to the 
researchers, is that the 
hawksbills’ marital prac- 
tice. Unlike other animals, 
hawksbill turtle females 
are monogamous. 

Polygamy is common 
in the animal kingdom. 
Following Darwin’s doc- 
trine, “survival of the 
fittest,” it is easy to un- 
derstand why it would 
be advantageous to have 
multiple mates. After all, 
the more offspring an in- 
dividual leaves behind, 
the greater the probabil- 
ity that at least one will 
be fit enough to survive 
and breed. As a result, the 


Ls 


genes from said individ- 
ual would be passed on. 
On the evolutionary scale, 
propagation of one’s genes 
is the most, if not the only, 
important task given to a 
living organism. 

With this in mind, it 
is shocking to find that 
hawksbill turtles, and hu- 
mans for that matter, defy 
this common pattern. With 
this information,  scien- 
tists have been tracking 
and estimating the total 
number of adult males and 
their relative contribution 
to the newer generation of 
hawksbills. 

In addition, it 
that each monogamous fe- 
male chooses a different 
male with whom to breed. 
This would contribute to 
the genetic variation of the 
population — an advantage 
in terms of long-term sur- 
vival. 

Considering that the 
hawksbill sea _ turtles 
have admirably survived 
through the past 100 years 
of hunting practices, 
Richardson agreed that at 


seems 


least some of the success 


owes to their mating prac- 
tices and maintenance of 
genetic diversity. 
the collected DNA infor- 
mation, scientists hope to 
understand more about 
these critters and contrib- 
ute to current conserva- 
tion efforts. 


With a ban on hawks- | 
bill hunting, an effort to | 


understand more about 
them, and a strong desire 
from the rest of the popula- 
tion to save these amazing 
creatures, hopefully the 
hawksbill sea turtles will 
soon make it off the Criti- 


With | 


cally Endangered list. Af- | 


ter all, wouldn’t it be won- 
derful to see more of these 
beautiful creatures gliding 
through the oceans? 


(O) Gee wort 
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MRSA strain spreads 
quickly despite delenses 


INFECTION, From B7 
serves asa tight barrier that 
keeps bacteria, fungi, and 
viruses out of our bodies. 
While the infectious agents 
continue to spread around 
our skin, another of our de- 
fense mechanisms, sweat, 
can create an adverse and 
rather acidic environment 
for the infections. Addi- 
tionally, molecules like 
arginine contribute to our 
inflammatory response. 

Arginine, one of the 
twenty standard amino 
acids, is converted to or- 
thinine and then to poly- 
amines, an end product 
that is crucial in the tis- 
sue regeneration process. 
While polyamines are 
found in almost all liv- 
ing organisms, S. aureus is 
ironically very susceptible 
to the compound, and is 
easily killed at physiologi- 
cal concentrations of poly- 
amine. 

This susceptibility was 
not observed in USA300, 
however, allowing the 
strain to survive longer 
periods on the skin and 


spread to other locations. 
They gained this ability by 
expressing a unique pro- 
tein called Spm/Spd acet- 
yltransferase, an enzyme 
that acetylates polyamines 
to suppress their function. 


USA300 circumvents 
our defenses in another 
fundamental way. The 


cluster of genes identified 
in this species may con- 
fer tolerance against the 
acidity of our skin. Typi- 
cally, the pH of our skin is 
around 5, due to the lactic 
acid we produce in sweat. 
However, USA300 may 
produce ammonia _ that 
neutralizes the acid, creat- 
ing a more hospitable envi- 
ronment for the strain. 
Unfortunately, due to 
lapses in hand washing 
regulation and _ enforce- 
ment, the spread of dis- 
ease continues to sicken 
patients within the walls 
of hospitals. Don’t let these 
bacteria scare you though; 
washing your hands is the 
most effective way to pre- 
vent the transmission of 
infections—even USA300! 
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Alan Wed 9 COURTESY OF ELLE PFEFFER 
Was pessimistic about whether states would implement PPACA measures by the Jan. 1, 2014 deadline. 


Fish thoughts, oil spills and health care 


0 fish think?: 
The vacuous 


stare that 
a goldfish 
gives as it 


swims around ina tank may 
belie a false impression that 
fish don’t have thoughts. 
However, a tool recently 
invented by researchers in 
Japan has paved the way 
for scientists to observe 
brain activities in real time 
and correlate them with 
complex behaviors of fish. 


relieved to learn that a fed- 
eral judge approved a four 
billion dollar settlement 
between the company and 
the Justice Department. BP 
pleaded guilty on fourteen 
criminal charges and pub- 
licly apologized to those 
affected. However, some 
family members and work- 
ers impacted by the disas- 
ter have made requests for 
stronger punishment. In 
fact, BP may have suffered 
larger financial burdens if 


The research- the judge 
ers have also . had not ac- 
devised d th 

een pM aelasene ic 
genetically ment and 
incorporate Yamakawa ended _ the 
the probe in expen- 
order to mon- 1 sive _ trial. 
itor neuronal SciTech Talk Neverthe- 
activity. Soon, less, BP 


fish feasting behaviors, 
decision-making and move- 
ments may be explained 
by examining their neural 
signals. For example, Akira 
Muto, the lead author of 
the study in Current Biology, 
studied the behavior and 
brain activity of zebrafish 
when they find something 
good io eat. So next time you 
assume that your goldfish is 
thoughtless, think again! 


BP Oil Spill: If you've 
been wondering how BP 
was penalized for the 2010 
oil spill, which was respon- 
sible for the deaths of 11 
workers and the miles of 
contaminated water in the 
Gulf of Mexico, you may be 


stock prices significantly 
dropped after the spill and 
the company was forced 
to sell billions of dollars in 
assets. Currently, BP is a 
smaller oil company, con- 
tinuing operations in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 


State Health Policy: With 
the Jan. 1, 2014 deadline for 
the implementation of the 
Patient Protection and Af- 
fordable Care Act (PPACA) 
just around the corner, state- 
level policies must be care- 
fully and quickly executed. 
In a Social Policy Seminar 
at Hopkins last Thursday, 
Alan Weil, executive direc- 
tor of the National Academy 
for State Health Policy, dis- 


cussed the ways in which 
states as purchasers, regula- 
tors and providers of health 


care should accomplish 
these policy changes. 
Weil advocated for 


states to improve the qual- 
ity and efficiency of health 
care by refining subsidized 
insurance exchange, moni- 
toring the commercial 
insurance market, clari- 
fying care eligibility and 
enhancing health system 
capacity under the PPACA. 

Many students who at- 
tended were curious about 
the implications of states’ 
political agendas in the 
implementation of PPACA. 


Weil explained that states | 


that objected to the act had 
been depending on either 
the Supreme Court to over- 


B9 


(zone holes affect ocean patterns 


By EVA PEKLE 
For The Vews-Letter 
Hopkins scientists 
found that the thinning of 
ozone in our atmosphere 
has been responsible for 
changes in the ocean circu- 
lation, bringing “old” water 
to the surface of the ocean. 
This has had a significant 
impact on the amount of 
carbon dioxide in the air. 

It is commonly known 
that human activities have 
significantly increased the 
amount of carbon dioxide in 
the air. However, the green- 
house gas effect has been al- 
leviated by the dissolving of 
carbon dioxide in ocean wa- 
ter, which effectively reduc- 
es its atmospheric concen- 
tration. However, scientists 
discovered that the rate of 
this phenomenon is slowly 
decreasing due to the dam- 
ages in our atmosphere. 

A recent study shed light 
on how the destruction of 
the Antarctic ozone has had 
a dramatic impact on the 
circulation of water in the 
South Pacific. 

The implications of sea 
circulations is vast. For one 
thing, it can significantly 
influence the rate at which 
carbon dioxide is absorbed 
from the atmosphere. There- 
fore, studying the circula- 
tion of ocean water, and thus 
the consequent absorption 
of gases, is essential to un- 
derstanding the climate. 

The waters in the south- 
ern oceans are responsible 
for 40 percent of the uptake 
of carbon dioxide from the 


| atmosphere. However, due 


rule it or a Republican vic- | 


tory in the election. Thus, 
some implementation 
measures, including Med- 
icaid expansion, which is 
under state purview, were 
delayed until these issues 
were resolved. “There 
was plenty of genuine un- 
certainty and there was 
plenty of trumped up un- 


certainty and both of those | 


were playing out,” Weil 
said. “Clearly the states 
that held back are now 
way, Way, way behind.” 
The general attitude of 
attendees at the event and 
Weil himself was pessimis- 
tic. “The ACA will not be 


implemented perfectly on | 


Jan. 1, 2014 — that’s the un- 


i 
i 
i 
i 
ig 


to the changes in sea move- 


Cone claims 
lower sperm 
count is not 
significant 


SPERM, FRoM B7 
even approaching the level 
where fertility specialists 
would say ‘Uh oh! You 
don’t have enough sperm,” 
Cone said. 

The World Health Orga- 
nization (WHO) currently 
classifies oligospermia, 
the medical term for low 
sperm concentration, as 
semen samples contain- 
ing lower than 15 million 
sperm per milliliter. Thus, 
even after control adjust- 
ments, the men who pro- 
duced the lowest concen- 
tration of sperm still had at 
least 6 million more sperm 
per milliliter, or approxi-’ 
mately 40% more sperm, 
than an infertile man. 

While the Harvard study 
has built upon past studies 
by extending the range of 
hours of physical activity 
and inactivity per week ob- 
served, whether or not TV- 
watching merits any con- 
cern in reproductive health 
is still in question. However, 
regardless of the fertility ef- 
fects, the study stresses the 
health benefits of a physical- 
ly active lifestyle to the male 

anatomy, which is always 


_ wise and effective advice to 


follow for any self-doubting 
men looking to curb their 
latest nagging pangs of a 
negative body-image. 


HACKERS, From B7 
different types of informa- 
tion. 

The Times first began 
to worry about cyberat- 
tacks when they received 
warnings by Chinese gov- 
ernment officials that the 
publication of an article 
on Jiabao would have se- 
rious consequences. Ex- 
ecutives requested that 
AT&T, which monitors the 
Times’ computer network, 
keep a lookout for any- 
thing unusual. On Octo- 
ber 25th, AT&T informed 
the newspaper that it had 
found evidence of attacks 
similar to those that were 
believed to have been car- 
ried out by the Chinese 
military. 

“It is important to 
constantly monitor net- 
works, as The Times did. 
Thanks to the monitoring 
by AT&T, the Times found 


‘out about the attacks,” 


Rubin wrote. 
While The Times notified 


-the FBI about these attacks, 


AT&T continued to provide 


the majority of the defense 


force to expel the hackers. 
However, by November 7, 
when it became clear that 
hackers were still inside 


the system, the newspaper _ 


hired Mandiant, a compa- 
ny that specializes in secu- 
rity breaches. 

While working with 
Mandiant, The Times al- 
lowed the hackers to con- 
tinue working so that they 
could identify every back 
door the attackers had used 
to get in. Computer hackers 


can be difficult to eliminate _ 


and can return to attack a 
company again later, so se- 


curity experts at Mandiant 
wanted to be certain that 
they had knowledge of the 
full extent of the hackers’ 
access. 

To investigators, it be- 
came apparent that the 
hackers weren't _ inter- 
ested in destroying the 
computer systems; the 
security team found no 
evidence that any other 
information besides sto- 
ries covering Mr. Wen 
was accessed and no 
customer data was sto- 
len. The hackers were 
mostly interested in look- 
ing at Barboza’s email 
correspondence to find 
the names of people who 
might have provided in- 
formation to him. How- 


___ COURTESY OF WWW.CHINA.ORG 
Chinese hackers only accessed information regarding its Prime Minister. 


NYTimes responds to hacker attacks 


ever, most of Barboza’s 
article was based on 
public records, including 
thousands of corporate 
documents. 

To ensure that they had 
eliminated the hackers, 
The Times had to block all 
compromised computers, 
remove all the back doors 
into its network, change 
every employee password 
and add additional secu- 
rity. However, the news- 
paper still anticipates that 
hackers will attempt to re- 
turn. 

“T believe The Times took 
some very good steps, but 
nothing is perfect when 
it comes to security. They 
just have to remain vigi- 
lant,” Rubin wrote. 


ments within this region, 
the rate at which carbon 
dioxide is being absorbed 
is rapidly changing. 

Darry Waugh, a earth 
scientist at Hopkins, and 
his team explained in their 
research published in Sci- 
ence that the subtropical 
waters appear to be be- 
coming “younger” and 
upwelling, while circum- 
polar waters are becoming 
“older.” In other words, 
surface water near the pole 
is being sent to intermedi- 
ate depths faster than it 
used to be. Simultaneously, 
waters around Antarctica 
are pushing the older and 
deeper water up to the sur- 
face. 

This could be a prob- 
lem since the deeper water, 
which can be up to hun- 
dreds of years old, already 
contains more carbon diox- 
ide than surface water. As a 
result, the amount of carbon 
being absorbed is reduced, 
forcing carbon dioxide to 
remain in the atmosphere 
as a greenhouse gas. 

Waugh’s team has been 
measuring the levels of a 
chemical compound called 
chlorofluorocarbon-12 
(CFC-12) in the southern 
oceans between the early 
1900s and the late 2000s. 
CFC-12 was produced com- 
mercially during the 1930s, 
and high levels existed in 
the atmosphere until the 
1990s, when the Montreal 
Protocol was implemented 
to regulate the amount 
of ozone-depleting com- 
pounds released into the 
air. 


The concentration of 


| COURTESY OF WWWNOAA.GOV 
derstatement of the year.” | A change in ocean patterns has led to a reduced absorption of carbon dioxide. 


CFC-12 at the surface of the 
ocean is correlated with 
its concentration in the at- 
mosphere. Therefore, high 
concentration in deeper 
waters suggests that those 
waters were recently at the 
ocean surface. They found 
that the CFC-12 concentra- 
tions in deep water were 
higher than they antici- 
pated in subtropical wa- 
ter, due to an increased 
amount of surface water 
during the past years. The 
opposite was true for Ant- 
arctic water due to an in- 
crease in upwelling. 

Those results are fur- 
ther supported by the ob- 
servation of intense west- 
erly winds that have been 
recorded by _ scientists. 
Such winds are caused 
mainly by the Antarctic 
ozone hole, implying that 
the changes in ocean ven- 


tilation, the movement 
of ocean waters from the 
surface into the ocean 


depths, are strongly corre- 
lated with the stratospheric 
ozone depletion. 

The thinning of the 
ozone layer has thus affect- 
ed the depth of the ocean 
by altering the movement 
of the ocean surface into 
deep water, which im- 
pacts the ocean’s uptake 
of heat, oxygen and car- 
bon from the atmosphere. 
Scientists hope that if the 
stratospheric ozone is able 
to recover over the next 50 
years, the ocean ventilation 
could slow or even reverse. 

Although it is well 
known that fluorine and 
bromine compounds con- 
tinue to widen the ozone 
hole, other fac- 
tors must be 
studied. As we 
study the impact 
of the continu- 
ous increase in 
greenhouse gas- 
es in the atmo- 
sphere and other 
human actions 
that affect the cli- 
mate, it is impor- 
tant to remember 
that the seeming- 
ly serene waters 
of the ocean are 
actually directly 
involved in the 
environmental 
changes that we 
are concerned 
about today. 


This Week: 
Campus Science Events 


-- Thursday, Feb 7: 


3 p.m. “Design, Synthesis, and Static Charge 
Tuning of Organic Semiconductors for 
Sensing and Energetics” by Howard Katz of - 


Department of Material Science at Hopkins, 
[B17 Hackerman Hall sd adetel 


4p.m. Presentation by Rebecca Pearlman, 
Richard Shingles, and Katie Tifftof. = 
Department of Biology at Hopki 


~ of Departme 
at Cornell | 


by Pa 
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Men's Basketball on five game win streak — 


By MITCH WEAVER 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins men’s bas- 
ketball team had a whirl- 
wind week, going undefeat- 
ed against conference foes 
Gettysburg and Swarth- 
more in dramatic fashion. 
Topping their opponents 64- 
59 and 67-61, respectively, 
the Jays are now 10-4 in con- 
ference play and are riding 
a five game winning streak. 

The Jay’s mental tough- 
ness was rock solid against 
the Bullets on January 31, 
as they came away with 
the victory after trailing 
by as many as 17 points 
with 13:25 remaining in 
the game. Down by a score 
of 46-29 the Jays were 
sparked by an assist from 
sharp-shooting sophomore 
Jimmy Hammer to junior 
Daniel Corbett. Hammer 
found Corbett under the 
bucket for a deuce, lead- 
ing to an 18-4 run by Hop- 
kins. Corbett pulled the 
Jays within single digits 
by nailing a three-pointer 
with just under 10 minutes 
to go. 

Attempting to kill the 
Hopkins momentum, Get- 
tysburg called a timeout. 
However, the Bullets con- 
tinued to struggle as Hop- 
kins put up an unanswered 
12 points to pull ahead by 
seven. Senior Alex Spengler 
gave the Blue Jays the lead 
with two free throws. From 
there, the Jays never looked 
back. Hammer and Spen- 
gler finished off the Bul- 
lets by burying eight free 
throws down the stretch, 
sealing the Hopkins victory. 

Leading the scoring ef- 
fort for the Jays was Spen- 


W. Track remains dominant in multiple events 


By ALEX PICANO 
For The News-Letter 


The Hopkins women’s 


track and field team has 
officially entered the crux 
of their season. This past 
weekend, the team com- 
peted in both the Seamus 
McElligot Invitational and 
the Armory Collegiate In- 
vitational. Throughout the 
course of these two tourna- 
ments, the Blue Jays domi- 
nated in multiple events. 

Leading the team in the 
shot put was junior Emily 
Swensonbroke who broke 
her own Centennial Confer- 
ence record. She previously 
surpassed this record two 
times this season, at both 
the NYU Gotham Cup on 
January 11th and the Mary- 
land Invitational on Janu- 
ary 19th. 

In addition to breaking 
her own record, Swenson 
became the first conference 
athlete in history to throw 
more than 13 meters in an 
indoor track competition. 
With a toss of 13.04 meters, 
Swenson placed first in the 
competition. Her teammate, 
senior Alana Merkow, came 
in second with a throw of 
12.06 meters. 

On the track, Hopkins 
swept the 60 meter dash, 


gler, who tallied 12 points. 
Key to his game, Spengler 
was 100 percent in his free 
throw percentage against 
Gettysburg. George Buga- 
rinovic also came through 
with a steady performance, 
scoring 11 points and bring- 
ing down nine boards. 

The next game on the 
schedule was Swarthmore, 
and once again it came 
down to the wire. This 
game had emotional ties, as 
it was dedi- 


charity stripe, nailing free 
throws to put the game out 
of reach in the final minutes 
of play. 

Hopkins found strength 
ina pair of prime time play- 
ers, Bugarinovic and Ham- 
mer, who had 14 and 17 
points respectively against 
Swarthmore. Bugarinovic, 
who took home the game’s 
MVP honors, was proud of 
his teammates, but kept his 
focus on the rest of the sea- 
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cated to “Just 
two former like ev- 
players ery con- 
and best ference 
friends game, 
Glen Wall this was 
and Matt a huge 
O'Mahony, one for 
both of us go- 
whom ing in. 
were killed With 
in the Sep- Oe 
tember 11, team 
2001 at- CoUrraa 
tacks. Af rently 
ter a close just one 
first half of game 
basketball, ©, behind 
Hammer FILEPHOTO first 
again guid- M. Basketball has won five straight games. place, 
ed the Jays we still 


by connecting a three-point- 
er a little less than five min- 
utes into the half. With that 
bucket, Hammer incited a 
13-0 run for the home team, 
and he was not done there. 


Of the 13 points in that scor:* 


ing run, Hammer accounted 
for 11. With 5:23 left to play, 
Swarthmore cut the lead to 
six points. Any momentum 
Swarthmore gained was 
cut short by a flagrant foul 
by Garnet player Joe Keedy, 
leading to a five point swing 
for the Jays. Once more, the 
Jays were unwavering at the 


controlling the first five 
places. They were led by 
freshman Brynn Parsons 
who clocked in at 8.22 sec- 
onds. 

When asked about the 
win, Parsons said, “It was a 
fun race. There wére about 
12 girls from Hopkins run- 
ning, so it was a bit weird 
going against each other, 
but it was a really close 
race so it’s good that we 
train together.” 

Following her into the 
top five were freshman Ju- 
liana Wittman, coming in 
second with a time of 8.28, 
and Swenson clocking in 
at 8.29 for third place. In 
fourth was sophomore 
Kelley Hussey, with a time 
of 8.39, and rounding out 
the top five was freshman 
Remington Ricciutiwith a 
time of 8.48. 

In the 60 meter hurdles, 
not only did the Blue Jays 
win, but the Hopkins run- 
ners swept the top three 
spots. Senior AlexaTzaferos 
tied the Hopkins record in 
the 60 meter hurdles, plac- 
ing first with a time of 9.53. 

The record was set last 
weekend by Swenson, who 
placed second in the race 
with a time of 9.66. Fresh- 
man Nikki Kerns came in 
third, clocking in at 9.93. 


Lady Jays enjoy fruitful 
week of conference play 


W. BASKETBALL, From B12 
Hopkins is looking to con- 
tinue their late success. “I 
think that as a team we 
are pretty excited about 
our two big wins this past 
week. They were definitely 
important games and put 
us in a good spot for the 
playoffs,” freshman guard 
Katie Clark, who has had 
an increasing impact on 
the team’s success in the 
last few weeks, said. 

The Lady Jays hope to 
keep up the hard work for 
the last two games of the 
season against Ursinus and 
Franklin & Marshall so they 
can head into the Centenni- 
al Conference tournament 
on a roll. The game against 
host Ursinus, a team led by 


freshman forward Jessica 
Porada and freshman guard 
Alyssa Polimeni, is sched- 
uled for Saturday at 1:00 pm. 

With the confidence 
gained by beating the top 
two teams in the Confer- 
ence, Hopkins is looking 
stronger and stronger as 
the season comes to an 
end. “We cannot let up the 
intensity coming into these 
last couple conference 
games,” said Clark. 

Proud of their recent 
accomplishments, — Hop- 
kins is ready to work hard 
and finish their season on 
a high note. Doing so will 
help them improve their 
record and prepare for the 
upcoming Centennial Con- 


_ ference tournament. 


have good chances of host- 
ing the conference tourna- 
ment. That is always our 
goal since hosting the con- 
ference tournament would 
put us in good position to 
win it and then advance to 
the NCAA tournament,” he 
said. "After playing a close 
first half, we were able to 
pull away from Swarthmore 
in the second and get the 
win.” 

Closing out his com- 
ments, Bugarinovic  ac- 
knowledged the competi- 
tiveness of the conference. 


Hopkins also 
claimed the top 
three spots in the 
long jump. Senior 
Kristin Spera fin- 
ished first with a 
jump of 165.25”, 
Following her 
was Ricciuti in 
second with a 
jump of 163.75” 
and Tzaferos in 
third with a jump 
of 159.75”. 

For the dis- 
tance runners, se- 
nior Annie Mona- 
gle ran a personal-best time 
in the mile run. She finished 
first with a time of 5:01.93 
and secured first place for 
Hopkins. 

There were numerous 
second place results as well, 
including Parsons in the 200 
meter dash with a time of 
26.97, senior Emily Kashka 
in the pole vault with a 
height of 10’00” and fresh- 
man Imoni McCorvey in the 
triple jump with a leap of 
3410.25”. 

Overall, the Lady Jays 
won seven out of 14 events 
at the Seamus McElligot In- 
vitational. 

At the Armory Collegiate 
Invitational the Hopkins’ 
distance medley relay team 


took on Division I com- _ 


BLUE JAY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 
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"Every game in our confer- 
ence is tough, there aren't 
really any ‘easy’ wins in 
the Centennial. We're ready 
to battle in these last four 
games and hopefully do 
some damage in post-sea- 
son play.” 

Assistant Coach 
Righter, when asked 
about this past week’s 
games, spoke to the lead- 
ership of his seniors as 
a key to the team’s re- 
cent victories. “Moving 
forward, we need to get 
better starts but it’s nice 
to see our guys step up 
big when we need them 
to,", commented Righter. 
"I attribute our second 
half success to our good 
leadership, especially our 
three seniors Adam Spen- 
gler, Michael Rhoades | 
and Alex Pandrangi.” 

With wins over Get- 
tysburg and Swarthmore, | 
the team has improved to 
an overall record to 14-7. “I 
think we've been playing 
really well and hopefully 
the good play continues into 
these next couple weeks," 
said Hammer positively. 
"I feel we have vastly im- 
proved since the begin- 
ning of the year and are re- 
ally playing well right now, 
which is good heading into 
the end of the season. I think 
we have a very good chance 
of winning the conference 
tournament but we need to 
keep playing well. It will be 
very tough, but we are just | 
as good as the top teams in 
our conference.” 

Next up for the Jays is the 
Green Terror of McDaniel 
College, slated for Wednes- 
day, February 6, at Goldfarb 
Gym. 


Matt 
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Jays won 7-14 events at Seamus McElligot. 


petition. The team placed 
10th overall with a time of 
12:00.37. Freshman Sophia 
Meehan, sophomore Ingrid 
Johnson and freshman Han- 
nah Oneda all contributed 
to the impressive showing. 
When asked what the 

team is focusing on for the 
future, freshman Court- 
ney Kelly said, “We are 
working ‘on teamwork and 
pushing each other to reach 
more personal records.” 

For a team that has bro- 
ken many records so far, this 
will be nothing but routine. 
Hopkins hopes to improve 
upon their success at both 
the Sweetheart Meet and 
the Valentine Invitational 
next weekend. 


Joe Flacco and the Ravens celebrate in the Baltimore parade on Tuesday. 


Baltimore claims 
second Super bowl 


By FRANK SCHIFF 


Sports Editor 


After an entire offseason, 
the draft, training camp, 
pre-season, 17 regular sea- 
son games, three playoff 
games, 57 minutes of Super 
Bowlintensity and a 34 min- 
ute power outage, the Balti- 
more Ravens’ season came 
down to five yards. 

With the score 34-29 
and under three minutes 
left on the clock, the San 
Francisco 49ers were on 
the cusp of completing 
the greatest comeback 
in Super Bowl history. 
Trailing 28-6 after Jacoby 
Jones’ 108-yard kick’ re- 
turn, half the lights in the 
stadium suddenly went 
off, engulfing part of the 
dome in darkness. 

Yet the power lost in the 
stadium sparked a come- 
back in the 49ers. By the 
time the lights came back, 
San Francisco roared to 
life, owning the rest if the. 
third quarter by putting up 
17 points in a little under 
four and a half minutes, 
shocking the Ravens. 

Although dazed, the 
Ravens counter-punched 
in the fourth quarter. 

Finally, the 49ers took 
the ball in the waning 
minutes of the champi- 
onship game and drove 
down the field. After a 33 
yard run by Niner’s- vet- 
eran running back Frank 
Gore, and a two yard run 
by rookie running back 
LaMichael James, the 
Niners looked ready to 
capture their sixth Super 
Bowl championship. 

But those five yards re- 
mained. 

Although _ statistical- 
ly the 49ers possess the 
best running game in the 
NFL, they elected to call 
three pass plays, second- 
and-goal, third-and-goal, 
fourth-and-goal, all to re- 
ceiver Michael Crabtree, all 
incomplete. 

_The Ravens solidified 
their place in NFL immor- 
tality with their second 
world championship since 
moving to Baltimore from 
Cleveland in 1996. 


“The game was a dis- 
play of our entire year,” 
star safety Ed Reed ex- 
plained after the game to 
ESPN. “It started great, 
got ugly and_ ended 
great—with 53 tickets to 
paradise.” 

In truth, the game was 
an embodiment of the Ra- 
vens’ season. After racing 
out to a dominant 9-2 start 
the Ravens collapsed head- 
ing into the playoffs, firing 
their offensive coordinator 
and losing four out of five 
final contests. 

Many NFL “experts” 
understandably over- 
looked the Ravens entering 
the playoffs. Sports logic 
suggests that the team 
playing their best football 
at the end of the season 
will charge into the play- 
offs, while those playing 
at their worst, will simply 
fade away. : 

But on January 2, the 
greatest Raven to ever 


dress in purple'and black, + _ _— 


future hall-of-fame line- 
backer Ray Lewis, an- 
nounced that the season 
would be his last. 

Baltimore rallied 
around their emotional 
leader and on the final 
drive of lewis’ 17-year 
storied career, the Ravens 
dimmed the lights on San 
Francisco's championship 
dreams on three plays 
from the five-yard line. 

The Ravens’ miracu- 
lous championship has 
the feeling of fate. After 
all, the Ravens’ season 
has been filled with mini- 
miracles. They repeatedly: 
found ways to overcome 
the odds. Whether it was 
running back Ray Rice re- 
deeming the Ravens’ play- 
off hopes with a fourth- 
and-29 yard catch and 
scramble in San Diego, 
or even more improbably, 
Jacoby Jones catching a 
70-yard touchdown in the 
final seconds of the AFC 
divisional playoff game 
in Denver, Baltimore has 
proven that sometimes 
resilience, over skill, wins 
championships. 

That, and the ability to 
weather the darkness. 
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By KYLE METZGER 
For The News-Letter 


On Saturday in Colle- 
geville, Pa. the Hopkins 
wrestling team continued 
to battle in Centennial 
Conference play, facing 
Ursinus and Stevens. 

Hopkins, who was 2-1 
in conference play going 
into Saturday, began the 
day ‘strongly by winning 
their first three bouts. The 
tone was set early in the 
first match by senior Paul 
Marcello, the reigning 
Centennial Conference 
champion, with a 14-6 ma- 
jor decision victory. The 
141 pounder contributed 
to the team's 13-0 early 
lead, and later helped the 
Blue Jays in their pursuit 
for a second victory on the 
day. 

Later in play against Ste- 
vens, the Ducks narrowed 
the Blue Jays’ lead to 16-11. 
Stevens senior Joey Favia 
and freshman Zach Bass 
won their respective bouts. 
These two disappointing 
losses helped motivate 
Hopkins to re-establish a 
strong lead. 

In the 184 pound 
weight class freshman 
Kyle Spangler helped seal 
the victory over Stevens 
with a 9-5 win. However, 
it was Joey Tilson’s dra- 
matic win over the Duck’s 
Chris Moyer that stole the 

spotlight. The match went 
into quadruple overtime, 
as both athletes battled 
until Tilson finished on. 
top with a 4-3 victory. 

Hopkins concluded the 
matchup with a 25-11 final 
score. Although the Blue 
Jays’ lead shrank to as few 
as 5 points, the team fin- 
ished strongly by winning 
their final three bouts. 

After the first team vic- 
tory, Hopkins was left with 
a tough opponent in Ursi- 
nus. With close matchups 
and strong competition, 
each team immediately re- 
alized that it would not be 

easy to earn a victory. 

The most anticipated 
match of the day was a 
rematch of last season’s 
Centennial Conference 
125 pound title match. | 
Hopkins’s Paul Bewak 
faced off against Chris 
Donaldson. After a well 
fought bout, Bewak de- 
feated Donaldson, 3-0 
in the first match of the 
Hopkins-Ursinus = com- 
petition. Bewak’s victory 
was accompanied by Paul 
Marcello’s second victory 
of the day, extending the 
Blue Jays’ 7-6 lead over 
the Bears. 
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Hopkins wrestling has a 3-2 record in Centennial Conference play. 


Wrestling splits 
weekend decisions 


Bewak credited his suc- 
cess to, “Constantly push- 
ing myself as hard as I can 
and giving it my all during 
matches." With the pursuit 
of a conference champion- 
ship in mind Bewak later 
added, “Our biggest fo- 
cus is on finishing strong 
and pushing ourselves all 
of the way through to the 
end.” 

After Marcello’s victory, 
it was all downhill for the 
Blue Jays. The Bears won 
six of the last seven match- 
es, giving a final score of 
25-9. Although the final 
outcome did not meet Hop- 
kins’s expectations, many 
Blue Jays put up a strong 
fight to protect the strong 
Blue Jay tradition. Chris- 
tian Ostrowski won a no- 
table match over the Bear’s 
Bill Rieck. Also, Kyle Span- 
gler had an impressive 
match that extended into 
triple overtime. Although 
Spangler ultimately lost 
the bout, his well-fought 
battle provided some ex- 
tra motivation for his next 
match and the remaining 
season. 

The final score of the 
Ursinus match was cer- 
tainly not an accurate 
representation of the Blue 
Jays’ performance on Sat- 
urday. Each of the los- 
ing matches were highly 
competitive. The team re- 
mains very optimistic for 
the future, holding pride 
in their dominant perfor-. 
mance over Stevens. 

“Our freshmen are 
learning the college wres- 
tling style and adapting 
well from high school,” 
Bewak said. "Our veter- 
ans continue to do what 
they know while spread- 
ing their knowledge to 
others. So, we grow as a 
team.” Although Bewak is 
only in his second year at 
Hopkins, he has become 
a strong leader on and off 
the mat. 

This past Saturday was 
a good test for the Blue 

Jays, while also supplying 
them with some areas for 
improvement. With the 
season’s end approach- 
ing, every practice and 
match counts. The team 
is focused on reaching 
their goals over the final 
months of the season. 

Hopkins’s next match 
is on Friday February 8th 
at seven versus Messiah, 
a non-conference match- 
up. With only four more 
matches until the Centen- 
nial Conference Champi- 
onship, the Blue Jays look 
to finish the regular season 
strong. 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


ALEX VASSILA - WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 


By COLIN FRIEDMAN 
Sports Editor 


Apart from inscribing 
her name in the record 
books, senior women’s bas- 
ketball star Alex Vassila 
has got the Blue Jays on a 
roll. Vassila’s leadership 
and unselfish play cur- 
rently has Hopkins sitting 
in third place in the 
Centennial Con- 
ference standings, 
primed to make a 
strong run in the 
conference tourna- 
ment. Before the fi- 
hal week of regular 
season play, Alex 
Vassila took some 
time out of her busy 
schedule to answer 
a few questions for 
The News Letter. 

The News Letter 
(N-L) The team has 
played extremely 
well in the new 
year. What did you 
differently as team 
leader, if anything? 

Alex Vassila (AV) 
To be honest, I don’t 
think that I did 
anything different 
as a leader in the 
new year. If any- 
thing, I think that I 
started demanding 
more of the girls on 
my team (the other 
captains would agree). We 
kind of had a “no non- 
sense” attitude and would 
call each other out when 
someone didn’t perform 


was the team’s key to suc- 
cess? 

(AV) I think the key to 
our team’s continued suc- 
cess is staying together. 
When we play together 
as a team and have great 
chemistry, other teams 
don’t know how to stop us. 
We don’t look to have one 
superstar in each game, 


with that confidence and 
proved it. 

(N-L) All the teams are 
pretty tight in the confer- 
ence standings. What's the 
team’s focus point as you 
all prepare for the Centen- 
nial Conference (CC) tour- 
nament? 

(AV) 
get to 


Before we even 
the CC tourna- 


was able to do so with the 
help of my team. It feels 
great, and I am so lucky to 
have such a great team to 
back me with such an ac- 
complishment. ; 
(N-L) There are obvi- 
ously a number of fac- 
tors that contribute to 
your current success aS a 
player. What major things 
do you attribute to 
the player you have 


become over the 
years? 
(AV) Lots of 


factors can make 
a player who they 
are. I think that 
personally, I have 
put in countless 
hours in the gym, 
the weight room, 
in leagues, etc. that 
have helped me, 
but my coach and 
my team are the 
real reason I have 
been so successful. 
My coach is like a 
second mom, she 
really cares about 
me and all of us 
beyond the court, 
and that kind of 
support is hard to 
find. My team... 
words can’t de- 
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Vassila was named Centennial Conference player of the week for the second time this season. 


we just look to be a team. 

(N-L) You and_ fresh- 
man Liz Tommasi really 
took over in OT. What was 
your mindset going into 


how they overtime? 
were ex- (AV) Go- 
pected to, | ing into 
or if they VELA l=. overtime, 
could do everyone 
better. But | STATISTICS was : fired 
mainly as : ; up. We had 
a leader Name: Alex Vassila made a huge 
J have Year: Senior comeback, 
just tried Position: Forward and we just 
es sie; Height: 611” kept de 

ne Pris ning f 
er er. Key Stats: 800 career se bathe a a 
and fo- rebounds, played |} ally ran our 
cused. in 100 games plays, and 
(N-L) just played. 
A big vic- We knew we 
tory this had = them 


past weekend against the 
conference leaders. What 


the minute that OT tipoff 
went, and we just played 


ment, we have some tough 
games this week. We're 
going to use these games 
to prepare ourselves and 
work on what we need to 
improve on before then. 
But our focus is to keep 
decreasing our turnovers, 
keep working on adjusting 
our offenses depending on 
certain defenses, and just 
taking it one day at a time, 
one battle at a time. Baby 
steps. 

(N-L) On a more per- 
sonal level, you recently 
grabbed your 800th career 
rebound, one of only six 
players in Hopkins history 
to do so. How does it feel 
to have such a milestone? 

(AV) Honestly, I had no 
idea that I did so. It feels 
great to accomplish some- 
thing like that, but I only 


scribe the amazing 
chemistry and re- 
lationship that our 
players have with 
one another. Even in pre- 
vious years, I was lucky 
enough to work with 
other successful players 
that were able to prepare 
me and help me improve 
constantly. Without them, 
I would not be where lam 
today. 

(N-L) Wednesday night 
is your final regular sea- 
son game at home. How 
does it feel to know it’ll be 
your last game in Goldfarb 
Gym? 

(AV) It’s definitely sad 
knowing that Wednesday 
is our last home game. The 
years that I have spent on 
that floor have been amaz- 
ing, and all I can say is that 
I will do everything I can 
to make sure that we keep 
playing. Post season, here 
we come! 


Men’s Track team continues highly successful season 


By JASON PLUSH 
Staff Writer 


After a very success- 
ful weekend filled with 
record-breaking runs and 
Centennial Conference 
bests at the Penn State 
and Thomson Invitational 
meets, the Hopkins men’s 
track team carried the mo- 
mentum into the Seamus 
McElligot Invitational. The 
squad continued to set per- 
sonal bests in team and in- 
dividual events despite fac- 
ing the stiff competition of 
Haverford. Highlights in- 
cluded exceptional perfor- 
mances in the long jump, 
triple jump, and high jump. 

The Invitational ended 
with a series of strong indi- 
vidual efforts from the Jays 
as Monagle finished first in 
the mile run while posting 
a personal and career best 
time of 5:01.93. There were 
numerous other Hopkins 
runners who received ac- 
colades in the Seamus Invi- 
tational. Freshman Imoni 
McCorvey placed second 
in the triple jump with a 


distance of 34 feet, 10.25 
inches, senior Emily Kash- 
ka placed second in the 
pole vaulting competition 
with a vault of 10 feet, and 
Parsons ran the 200 meter 
race in an astonishing time 
of 26.97 to claim second 
place. Gaining momentum 
from a multitude of broken 
records, the women's team 
is gearing up for arguably 
the toughest part of their 
schedule. The Lady Jays 
continue their season next 
weekend in the Sweetheart 
Meet on Friday in Annapo- 
lis, MD and in the Valen- 
tine Invitational in Boston, 
MA. 

The men’s track team 
also travelled to Haver- 
ford, PA to compete in 
the Seamus McEliggot 
Invitational on Saturday, 
posting some impressive 
finishes of their own. The 
highlight of the day for 
the Jays was when junior 
Alex Webb succeeded in 


winning both the long. 


and triple jump competi- 
tions. His long jump was 
exceptional as he defeated 


the runner up competitor 
by over four inches, post- 
ing a personal and season 
best jump of 21 feet and 
8 inches. To add on to an 


already spectacular per- . 


formance, he topped the 
competition in the triple 
jump as well, sealing the 
victory for Hopkins with a 
distance of 44 feet and 5.25 
inches. Fellow teammate 
Michael Spadaro also fin- 
ished strong with a third 
place finish, reaching 41 
feet and 5.25 inches. 
However, the men 
were not satisfied with 
their overall performances 
throughout the day. “We 
faced really tough confer- 
ence competition on a slow 
track, after getting worked 
hard in practice all week 
long,” freshman Billy Scola 
said. “Times weren't that 


great for most people, but . 


it was good to face our ri- 
vals.” The Jays did end up 
claiming numerous second 
place finishes in the 4x200 
and 4x400 relay races as 
well as in the high jump 
as freshman Joseph Paik 


nearly missed first place. 
Freshman Colin O’Connor 
came in third in the 400 
meter race while Jebb se- 
cured third in the 60 me- 
ter hurdles. Senior Rob 
Martin finished strong 
in the 200 meter race and 
also took a third place fin- 
ish. “While most weren’t 
happy with their perfor- 
mances, it was great to fa- 
ceoff against Haverford,” 
Scola said. “With less than 
a month until the Confer- 
ence Championship, it was 
good to face some tough 
competition and to get a 
sense of how much work 
we have left to do if we 
want to have a chance at 


winning.” : 
The men have been 
consistent throughout 


the Invitational tourna- 
“ments, with a few bright 
spots primarily in the field 
events. The Jays will look. 
to get back on track as 
they travel to Boston next’ 
weekend to compete in 
the Valentine Invitational 
along with the women’s 
track team. 
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Competing against Haverford, the men’s track team continued its exceptional season with more personal bests in team and individual events. 
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Dip You Crime 


Know? 
Friday 
Lady Jays women’s lacrosse Opening day 
faced off against the Japanese Men's Lacrosse vs. Sienna, 5PM 
National team in a scrimmage 
this past week at Homewood Saturday 
field. Women's Basketball @ Ursinus, 1PM 


Men’s Basketball @ Ursinus, 3PM 


WV. Basketball coach 
wins 600th game 


¢ 


By ZACH OLAH [The team was elated to 
| For The News-Letter be able to be a part of their 


coach’s personal accom- 

As the month of January _ plishment, but knew that 

# came to a close, the Lady had to remain focused to 
Jays managed to continue — take on the conference lead- 


their success and carry ing Swarthmore Garnet just 
| their momentum into Feb- a few days later. 
ruary. With two wins in On “Play for Kay Day 


pivotal games against Cen- at Goldfarb Gym, Hopkins 
tennial Conference oppo- picked up right where they 
nents last week, the team _ left off. In a game to raise 

| managed to improve their money for the Kay Yow 
record to 13-9 overall. To Cancer Fund the Lady Jays 
compliment the wins, head gave the crowd something 
coach Nancy Funk reached _ to cheer for. With less than 
a career milestone. a minute left on the clock 
On Jan. 31, the team re- sophomore Stacy Fairey 
turned to Goldfarb Gym to yanked down two big, of- 
start their final home stand fensive rebounds, accom- 
against a very strong Get- panied by a bucket and 
tysburg team. They started a made foul shot to cut 
the game off on the right Swarthmore’s lead to just 
foot and compiled a com- one point. After missing 
fortable 10-point lead going a lay up, Swarthmore re- 
COURTESY OF PAUL M. GARDNER VIA FLICKR into halftime. Led again by turned the ball to Hopkins 
| senior center Alex Vasilla, and Fatu Conteh knocked 


: The Balinore ee sustained a furious Sata rally from the San Francisco 49ers to win Hopkins was able to hold down a game tying free 
the Super | Bowl 34-31. The title game was a classic i in every sense of the word and included a on to their lead and end throw to send the game 
os $4 minu te stadium sees — The ee was the second for the franchise. thieir opponenin seven See telus 


winning streak. Vasilla Freshman guard Liz 
' shined in the big game by Tommasi helped seal the 
dropping 18 points and se- deal with four critical free 


1 . : - ; curing 12 rebounds along throws giving Hopkins a 

: Column: Athlete of the Week: Wrestling: eit, Eee os ad enhieehbeaes 
é oF pal eee 1 Pe ; Wh es i tree Oe This game brought the onds left in the game. The 

2nd Title for Baltimore Alex Vassila Splits weekend Did jose, doacs to rhe Wor Carnet Conte ete 

N N of the standings and also back as the Lady Jays beat 
gave them another reason the Centennial Conference 

S Sports Editor Frank Schiff After another fantastic Hopkins wrestling S to celebrate. Their head leaders and win their first 
discusses the second Super week on the court, senior faced off against confer- | coach, Nancy Funk earned overtime game of the sea- 

] Bowl in Ravens’ franchise Alex Vassila returns for her ence foes Ursinus and Ste- i | her 600th victory. With an son by a final score of 59-54. 
history. In the end, the game second AOTW award. The vens this past weekend. overall career record of 600- With only two games 

D came down to a final goal- team is in the midst of a 4 Hopkins beat Stevens Tech D | 309, she stands in the top-10 _ left against | Centen- 
E line stand from the five yard game CC win streak. 25-11 but lost to Ursinus | in wins in all of Division II nial Conference play, 
line. Page B10_ be Page B11 2510 ed oe Pape Bile ___ | women’s basketball coaches,._Szr W. BASKETBALL, race B10 


ven Cale fecran a Reokitrel AWielgan ect: Tal the Space 
If-\[esxee) of-m ole li Celiare| Piero) dare WAAVaatel amelie 

I WeliiclaMERen lelaictaaccistiale pol alesinelattelacKelale 
interdisciplinary dialogues or to share a meal 
WViidame mn igt=ialo Mn @)auaal=\-1ere] ajceridce)ale)anl-1are] are 

2-40) fe) gem dale)|muielaremelmelel (ep (=x 


Reyero] (-coolelces-\micelanm=l(exe)anlel-icey 
PV dehicelam mem ii-1exe)aaiiare 

of -ia)avohele) amie) memel-ii(el (eles 
oparomat=volidanmlelalean 


